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Missouri Question. 


SPEECH OF MR. FULLER, OF MASS. 


In the House of Representatives of the U. 
States, on the amendment prop»sed, re- 
quiring the restriction of slavery in’ Mis- 
souri, as a condition of her admission into 
the Union. February 24, 1820: 


Since the establishment of our Constitution a 
more interesting subject, than the question now 
befere the committee, has never been debated in 
the Legislature of tie nation. ‘The interests and 
the character of our country are alike involved in 
the issue—* Whether a new state, beyond the 

riginal limits of the United States and their de- 
pendent territories, shall be admitted into the 
union, without providing by ber constitution and 
as a condition precedent, that the further introduc- 
tion of slavery shall be forever prolubited?”” It isin 
vain, sir, that gentlemen would confine the discus- 
sion of such a question as this to the Hall of Legis. 
lation. Itis vain to attempt to stifle the public 
feeling and the public voice. The freemen of our 
country can never be insensible, when the rights 
of a numerous portion of their fellow creatures, 
natives of the same soil, are in controversy; they 


remonstrances,” have no reason to consider onr 
legislative rights as invaded. It is even tobe 
hoped, that those, who disregard the wishes of theic 
constituents, will at least condescend to listen to 
their reasons. And let it be remembered, that ma- 
ny of these memorials emanate from statesmen by 
no means inferior te the members of this or any 
other Legislative body. 

But, sir, itis not merely the American public 
that takes cognizance, and will pass judgment upon 
our decision of the present controversy:—All Bu- 
rope, the whole civilized world are spectators of 
the scene: Our Declaration of Independence, our 
revolution, our state institutions, and above all, the 
great principles of our Feneras Constitution, are 
arrayed on one side; and our legislative acts and 
national measures, the practical exemplification of 
our rcal principles and character, on the other. I€ 
we proclaim the glorious truth, that ‘all men qe 
born free and equal” in our constitutions, and while 
acting under them forge the chains of millions of 
our unoffending species; can we expect to escape 
derision and contempt? Despots and their minions 
may justly despise, while the wise and good of 
every nation must pity our infatuation, or execrate 
our hypocrisy. 

Some Gentlemen have affected to treat these 
memorials as the ebullitions of passion; of unen- 
lightened mobs, wrought up to angry hostility 
against the southern states. Nothing is more un- 
founded. The materials, of which mobs are: cre- 
ated, are not to be found in those parts of the 
Union, from whence these memorials come. Even 
| in times of national distress assémblages of the most 








will never be silent, when the victims of oppres-| 
sion require an advocate. Instead of censure, 


which some gentlemen have so lavishly bestowed i} 


on the press for its wide diffusion of the public; 
pinion, L rejoice that such an organ exists, which | 
nspires and communicates with the rapidity of} 
lightning a simultaneous sentiment in various and 
remote sections of our country. Penstc orrnton, | 
Mr. Chairman, is the real sovereignty of the people. | 
This isthe potent talisman which must forever 
hold in check the projectsof intriguers, and arrest 
the enterprises of ambition. The unprincipled 
sycophant, who would willingly enlist himself under 


suffering classes, though zealous and so:netimes tu- 
| multuous, ave neyer outrageous. Their keenest re- 
|sentment can seldom bé hurried by cunning and 
misrepresentation into violation of law. On the 
| present occasion their proceedings were generally 
| 28 cool and dispassionate as their representatives 
canexhibt on this floor. ‘The Legislatures them- 
selves in many of the states, with the usual deliber- 
| ation of such bodies, passed resolutions of similar 
|import. And so far from hostility to the south hav- 
| ing any share in those proceedings, it will be found, 
| that sentiments of respect for the southern states 
and a strong and explicit recognition of their con- 
stitutional right, to hold their slaves subject only to 


the banner of power and patronage, cannot forget} their state regulations, are fully and clearly avowed. 


that he is amenable to this tribunal. He dares not 
encounter the contempt and odium of an enlighten- 
ed public, and reluctantly does his duty. Noris it 
unimportant to remark, that without such a salutary 
nfluence of the people through their primary as- 
semblies, their petitions, and the press, as well as 
by the frequent recurrence of the election of their 
rulers, neither our constitution nor any free govern- 
ment could long exist. The intelligent and patri- 
otic statesren, who framed our great national com. 
pact, were fully sensible of this. he elective} 
franchise is the pivot, on which the instrument} 
turns, and the liberty of the press and the right of 
petition are strongly guarded. Surely, then, the | 
gentlemen, who complain that the “press groans 

with pamphlets,” and thst ‘ towns, cities, and even 





In determining on the right of Congress, by the 
Constitution to require the restriction of slavery as 
a condition, on which a new state shell be admitted 
into the union, it may be useful to consider the 
general objects of the union or confederation of the 
siates; and the constitution, as the instrument, by 
which those objects were to be effeeted. To pre- 
serve the citizens of the United States in all their 
rights against foreign and domestic violence, was 
the general object; to this all its provisions were 
intended to the subservient. The interpretation of 
any section or ciause, must always keep this para- 
mount purpose in view. ‘lhe municipal concerns 
of the particulur states were to be regulated by 
themselves so far, a3 sbould be compatible with the 
/ exercise of the powers conferred on the nationa 





checiite villages, teem with politicians,” whoare || government. As a general line of demarcation, i 
“adine our toble with memoriole, netitions, and | may be sufficient to say that the general govern 
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ment have the direction of the externai and the 
states of the internal regulations. It is obvious 
however, that the faithful and effectual perf rm 
ance of the bigh duties, assigned to the federal go- 
vernment, must often require the exercise ot im- 
portant functions within the limits of the particular 
states; such as laying and collecting taxes and du- 
ties, levying armies, establishing roads and othe: 
communications with the frontier essential to de. 
fence against invasion. The power to admit new 
states, given to Congress by the third section of the 
fourth article, whether it related to those, which 
might be formed by dismemberment of the original 
states, or to those to be formed in the tertitories, 
could not but include a power and a duty in Con 
gress, toascertain whether the proposed state pus- 
sessed the character and interior qualities, which 
sould entitle her to admission. The power to as- 
certain and determine could not imply less, than a 
power to refuse, in case the requisite character and 
qualities were wanting. tf this be established, 
though | am aware, it has been often denied, but as 
Itionk with little plausioility, it is unnecessary to 
explore the other articles of the constitution on the 
present occasion. Our only enquiry then is, whe- 
thera systemof interior regulation in the proposed 
state, by which slaves are to be admitted and inde 
finitely multiplied, is of such an objectionable ciar- 
acter, a8 to warrant a refusal by congress to admit: 
or’what is exactly equivalent. to announce, as an 
indispensable condition of being admitted, that the 
new state must provide by her constitution against 
the further extension of the oifensive system. Our 
opponents seem to admit these principles in part; 
but to confine the attention of Congress to the popru- 
lation, and so far only to the constitution of the can- 
didate for admission, as to see that it is reprbicax. 
Even from this concession it would not be <ifficult 
to show, that enough is admitted to authorise the 
restriction of slavery by the constitution, as nothing 
is more’ easily demonstrated, than that the estab. 
lishment of slavery isa direct violation of the very 
first principle, of repudlican government, political 
equality. 

ome of the adversaries of restriction have said, 
that if Congress possess the right to inhibit sta- 
very from the new states, why require their con- 
sent to the measure? Weought, say they, to enact 
at once the pronibition, and our asking their cou- 
sent is anacknowledgment that we have no right to 
enforce it. While they remain éerritorics, 1 would 
reply, we may prohibit slavery by an act of legisla- 
tion; our power being equivalent, by the third sec 
tion, fourth article, to that of the state legislatures 
within their respective jurisdictions This power, 
however, on their becoming states, would be trans- 
ferred to their own legislatures, unless restrained 
by a fun‘amentalarticle of their constitutions found- 
edon compact. This is the only way, in which th: 
national government can ensure a continuance of 
the prohibition 

Individual states are not restricted by the con- 
stitution from muking treaties orcompacis with th: 
general government, though they are so restricted 
as to foreign nations, and also without the consent 
of congress from making such compacts with each 
other. The act of Congress itself imparts to the 
territory, which is proposed to be made a state, a 
sort of corporate existence, by which it is enabled 
‘to choose delegates for a convention, to forma con. 
stitution, and to perform all the acts of individuality 
necessary to a conswnmation of the object. Among 
those acts is the making of fundamental compacts 
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i! and engrafting them upon its constitution. An in 
| Stance of this sort :s the agreement of most of the 
| new sialcs, ati aL sted in them Seve ral constitutic ns, 
jjto exempt the lands of the United States within 
| their imits trom taxation. By the ssme authority 


lithey may st.pulate to exclude slavery, and any 


jjother reasunable condition ‘Che States of Ohio, 


iI : z ‘ 
}) fndiana, and Ulino:s accordingly stipulated to pro- 


|} hibit-slavery, m compliance with the famous ordin- 
lance of 13th July, 1787; an ordinance which alone 
will consecrate tu posterity, the virtuous and en- 
lightened members of the fast Congress ander the 
old confederation. It was notthe yenerable judi 
viduals, who composed that body, but the feeble 
powers of the system, under which they were con. 
sttuted, which had lost the confidence of the na. 
tion. In supposing the contrary, the gentleman 
from South Carolina, Mr. Pinckney, must allow me 
to differ from him. He will find the names of those 
patriots foremostin the service and confidence oi 
their country for many years after the period in 
question, and indeed during the remainder of theit 
active jives. ‘The admission of a new state into the 
union is uo act of /ezeslation, but a compact merely. 
Uhe parties are, Congress in behalf of the United 
States on the one hand, and the new state on the 








| s are 
other. The compact contains the stipulation of the 
latter, to support the burdens and perform the du 
jues ofa mewberof the political famiiy; and of the 
tormer to admit her to share thé legislative power 
audthe common protection. ‘The Federal consti 
{}tutton itsclf wai merely « compact between the 
\|thirteen original members of tue Union. 
i} tt has been earnestly contended, however, that 
i|when the word, sfafe, is used in the constitution, 
jit has awed defined meaning, and that a body po- 
|| litic, possessing other powers and attributes, wiie- 
| ther more or less, cannot be cailed a state in tie 
'|sense of that instrument, and anodier gentleman, 
|| from South Carolina, Mr. Lowndes, has endeavour- 
jjed to show, that if Congress should admit into the 
anne a bady politic, pussess ag powers or attri- 
{) butes different from those possessed by the original 
j states, It would be an asstuaption of power not con- 
‘| ferred by the constitution. The power to admit 
|i states, piven by the section abovementioned, means, 
\jive argues, to admit other badies politic, with poli- 
|}lical powers exactly commensiuraie with those of 
jjthe states then existing; sequently to admit 
Nother and different bod cy must be a usur- 
jj patton. Hence he pr 


| 


i 


Vv 7 


Sy 


ecded te show that such an 
linnovation might lea! to the ist dangerous con 


Ju 


| sequences, to compromises and conditions on the 
part of the new states, which might keep them in 
i] a state of vassalage ait dependeuce gn the generat 
| government, and make them ready instruments te 
{| subjugate and oppress the original members of the 
coufederacy. Stich conscqueices may, indeed, ex- 
j;ene alarm. but they are utterly chimerical. 

The authority of the general government over 
the territories, while they remain such, is very ex- 
tensive, ‘to make ali needful rules and regula- 
tions” respecting hem, comprehending legisluuve 
and executive jurisdiction. As these territories 
can never demand adnisston into the Union, as ot 
rigiit, it is apparent, that any approximation by 
them towards the full enjoyment of the attributes 
and powers of the original states, must diminish the 
danger of their becoming instruments of ambition 
or tyranny, in the lands of the general govern- 
}ment. And if Congress have discretionary power, 

to continue them in their territorial and dependent 
condition, orto admit them as states with ail the 
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rights and attributes; it would be extraordinary, if}} were entitled to includes them in their census, and 
this full consummation of rights as states, could!! to send representatives to Congress in proportion to 


not be attained 4y decrees, but must of necessity be | 
the effect of a single act. And unless it is con-} 
tended, that ihe expression, Congress ‘ may ad-| 
wit,’ means Congress skaii admit, by which ali dis.) 
eretion is taken away, aid the power of admission 
a mere mockery; it must be conceded, that the 
territories are to remain such, until Congress shall | 
consider a change of their condition consistent with 
the spirit of the original contederacy and the well. 
being of the existing states, The gradual advance | 
ment of the territories to the condition of the ori- 
ginal states is not only prudent and reasonable, but 
haus been the common mode in regard to them.—} 
They are first invested with powers of local legis- | 
lation, subject always to the revision of Congress; a | 
revision not unfrequently exercised, and thus they | 
are trained to a knowledge of the functions of in- | 
dependent members of the national family. 

Phe last mentioned gentleman, has earnestly con- 
tended, that as the original states are all politically 
equal, so the new states already admitted, and all 
bereafter to be admitted, must necessarily be so, | 
that the inequality of the political rights. of any | 
state with her sister states, must disturb the balance | 
of the Constitution and endanger the existence of 
the Union. To this objection, somewhat different 
jy stated, I have aiready attempted to reply, by 
showing that the Constitution contemplated the 
existence of territories, whase continuance as such 
must depend on the discretion of Gougress, in the 
sound exercise of their legitimate powers. But 
let us approach the argument more nearly, and see 
how far this political equality of the states, is es- 
sential to our national Union; how far in that view 
it is established by the Constitucion itself, and has 
been maintained in admitting new states. 

The population, wealth, and physical advantages 
of some states, are very far superior to those of 
others; the civil institutions, the system of educa- 
tion, and the moral character and habits of indus- 
try in some states, give them a decisive superiority 
in these respects; all which create an actual and 
unavoidable inequality among the several members 
of the Union, which no theoretical principle of 
equa! political rights established by the Constitu- 
tion, if it were even attempted, could effectually 
counteract. ‘hus the Southern states possess the 
great stuples of agriculture; the Eastern and middle 
are distinguished by their industry and commercial 
enterprise, and by their civil and literary institu 
tions; while the states in the West possess in ditfer- 
ent degrees all these advantages. In the event of 
internal dissentions and of actual hostility besween 
the different sections of our country, these physi. 
cal and moral inequalities, and not an imaginary or 
real difference in the rights of the several states 
under the Constitution, would lead to fatal conse 
quences and endanger our existence as a free and 
united people. In truth, the political equality of 
the states is no where preserved, since the old 
confederation expired, but in the Senate. In the 
other branch of the Leg slature, the difference be- 
tween the largest and smaliest states, is more than 

coty toone. Eventhe principle itself, which is 
‘ue basis of representation in that branch, 13 clear- 

y unequal, and was s# at the time when the Con 
vutucon was established. In many of the states, 
tue black population was, at that time, in a condi- 

of slavery; in otheis, slavery was not toletat- 


' 





“|, now, slaves are cit 


mor +t - ‘ eas te 
u nen ¢ $ an 


er persons or property; ify : . 
which fed oy them, oP perhaps for centuries, alienate all the national 


their whole number. On tie other hand, it slaves, 
having no political righis or infius nee in the states, 
are tere property, the siates onght not to send 
any representatives whatever, in consequence of 
possessing any ainount of sacha commeédity. T do 
not mention this fer the purpose of complaint, but 
| merely to show that a fundamental principle of po- 
litical inequality is to be found in the constitution 
itself, by whieh the slave-holding states have either 
twenty-five representatives too many, or about six- 
teen too few; the gentleman may choose either 
branch of the dilemma ~ 


But, sir, ( cannot forbear expressing my surprise, 
that the honorable gentleman, and several others, 
who havé insisted on the same argument, should 
haye shut their eyes on the palpable fact, that all 
the new states, admitted since the constitution was 
formed, have been required to establish a funda- 
mental article in their several constitutions, which 
not merely abridges, but absolutely muti/ates their 
sovereignty. In all the thirteen original states the 
vacant lands within their limits were the property 
of the states respectively; in the new states all the 
vacant lands are retained in fee simple as the pro- 
perty of the United States, and each state express- 
ly stipulates, and provides by its constitution never 


jtolevy any tax on the lands of the United States 


within its limits, until five years a‘ter it shail be 
alienated. If any attribute of sovereign power is 
more precious than allothe:s, it isthe right of taxa- 
tion; of providing means for the support of gov- 
erament, for internal improvement, and external 
protection. Yet this concession has invariably been 
required on the one part, and yielded on the other; 
nor has the vigilance of the guardians of state 
rights, and of the political equality and sovereignty 
of the states, ever sounded the alarm for this gigan- 
tic usurpation, Let these gentlemen, too, who 
treat this right of taxation as a matter of slight con- 
cern, reficct for a moment on the power, it gives 
to the national government, to raise up within tie 
limits of any or all the new states, an adverse 
influence capable of controlling their measures.— 
These lands so held in the bosom of the new states 
in most instances constitute above three-fourths of 
their territory. The national government, instead 
of selling them. in the market, as it has hitherto 
done, may give leases for ninety-nine, or nine hun- 
dred and 9Y years. exber of which would produce 
as high a price, asthe alicnation of the fee itself. 
They would, in that case, however, remain still the 
property ot the United States, and consequently by 
the articles of ‘agreement»between the United 
States and the new states, and by the constitution 
of the latter, they could never be taxed by the 
state. The bu-dens of taxation must, in that case, 
failon the other portion of the citizens; and the 
tenants and lessees of (he United States, would be 
exempted. Dves not the existence of such a pow- 
er in the United States impair the sovereign au- 
thority ef the new states, and therefore produce 
on their part a ‘political inequality,” a vast inie- 
niority? ‘Vhat the national government may pro- 
hably never abuse the power, and may even em- 
ploy it with a paternal view to the welfare of the 
new states themselves, as well as for the advantage 
' of the United States, has no tendency to weaken 
the force of the argument. It is probable, howe- 
j vers thet the United States will not, for many years, 
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32 
domains in the new states, and such as are not, 
alienated must be exempted from taxation. | 

Ihe right of taxation, I have already remarked, 
is one of the indisputable. attributes of sovereign | 
power, Of those retained by the states from the | 
the national government, scarcely one is more in- | 
dispensable to their existence, as bodies politic— | 
Ceutlemen, who are so jealous, when the least ap- | 
proach is made, that may bring the nationin con- | 
tact with the bulwarks of state sovereignty, ought 
surely to admit, that a slate, which is interdicted 
frum touching for public purposes, one half the'terri- | 
cory within her limits, is shorn of half her beams. | 
Jnstead of this, however, they seem to consider it 
a tnfling restriction, while the restriction of slave- 
1y, now proposed to Missouri, as the condition of 
Ler becoming a state, is an all-devouring manster, 
which is te swallow.up the liberties of a continent ! 
The right of legitimate taxation is nothing—the 
right of establishing and perpetuating slavery is 
every thing—the dearest of all rights-—without | 
which anew state.isdegraded to vassalage, and un- 
worthy to hold her lofiy station in this coafederst- 
ed empire ! 

Aud how does it appear that the right to esta 
blish slavery is an attribute of sovereignty? Whence 
is it derived, and how is it proved? A nation pos- 
sessing sovereign power is uot amenable to any 
liuman tribunal for its acts in relation to its own 
citizens or subjects; but it-does not follow from 
thence, that it has a legitimate right, though it has 
the power todo injustice. Lt cannot take the pro- 
perty of one, and bestow it arbitrarily on another; | 
it cannot punish the innocent, or deprive them of | 
their property or liberty. If a sovereign state 
were to establish the condition of slavery, it must; 
do it by the grossest usurpation, and it might as| 
well fix on any other distnction between the free- 
man and the slave, as that of color. <A difference 
ot stature, or of strength, would be much more na- 
tural, No gentleman, that I have heard, has denied | 
Uiat slavery was originally an usurpatiun as well as | 
in evil; and yet itis contended that we have ne right | 
to require the state of Missouri to prevent its tur- 
her existence there. A rentleman fromVirginia, who 
spoke early in the debate, asseried that the ques- 
tio. was not, whether slavery was an evil, or whe- 
ther it was within the legitimate exercise of sove- 
reignty to estwblish it; but whether, the other} 
states, Virginia for instance, not being prohibited 
trom acting freely to establisik or abolish it, the | 
siuie Of Missouri, and other new states, coukl be 
restricted or controlled in relation te it. Virgima,, 
guid he, and Pennsylvania, and the other original | 
states, exercised their sovereign right to judge! 
whether the establishment of the condition of| 
savery was an attribuie of sovereignty or not; | 
dicretore Missouri cannot without usurpation be | 
ieprived of the same right. The argument, irom} 
sc power permiited to the onginal states, being | 





tuunded on the dogma, that the new states must | 


ave the same powers, has been already proved to | 
be fallacious, and the restriction of taxes upon the 
public lands has been adduced as a refutation in 
practice. But as the gentleman. last alluded to, 
placed great stress on this refined argument, and 
exerted his ingenuity to shew that the “ terms and 
conditions”* prescribed by Virginia, and agreed to | 
by Kentucky, as the price of her zdmission into | 
clic Union, did not impair the sovereign rights of , 
cither, [ shall devote a moment’s attention to| 


re 
re 


—- 


~ 1! U3. Laws, page 673. 
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prove that those “ terms and conditions” did in fact 
restrict both Virginia and Kentucky in the exercise 
of an attribute of sovereign power much more 
clear than the right of establishing slavery. Pas- 
sing ever the stipulations in relation to taxing the 
lands of non-residents, I shall confine my observa- 
tions to the seventh condition, which provides that 
the navigation of the river Ohio shall be free to all 
the citizens of the two states, and of the United 
States, and that the jurisdiction of the river shall be 
concurrent only with the states on the opposite 
shore. Now it may be said that the navigation of 
the river between Kentucky an:! Virginia on one 
side, and Ohio, Indiana and Ulinois on the other, 
would have been common to the citizens of the 
states bordering on the river, and perhaps even to 
all the citizens of the United States without this 
stipulation. But here I turn the gentleman’s ar- 
gument against him. The states bounding on the 
Connecticut river, for instance, have never stipu- 
lated that the navigation of that river shall be free 
to all the citizens of the United States;—They are 
permitted «‘to judge for themselves,” whether 
they have a sovereign right to exclude the citizens 
of otber states from that river or not; therefore 
the stipulation in question between Virginia and 
Kentucky deprives both those states of the right ot 
judging, which the states on Connecticut river 
possess, Vermont bounds on the Connecticut rm 

ver on one side, and Lake Champlain on the othe 

She was admitted into the union without making 
any stipulation with regard to the navigation or ju- 
risdiction of either of those waters; the states of 
Virginia and Kentucky in a case exactly paralle! 


have both submitted to a restriction by compact;— 





| Fhey ean no longer “ judge” on that subject jor 
| thomaetves, and consequently are deprived of one of 
| the attributes of sovereignty in the same manner, 
| that Missouri, by consentiag to prohibit slavery, 
j will be deprived of one of hers. The right of na- 
| vigating public rivers, by citizens of other than ad- 
jomng states may be questionable, the right of 
a sovereign state to tax all lands within its limits 
is undoubted; but the right to hold human beings 
in perpetual and hopeless slavery is only found in 
the codes of barbarians and despots. 

As far as precedents, some of them nearly contem- 
poraneous with the constitution itself, contribute to 
disclose its true interpretation, it may be remarked, 


ve 


|| that not only Ohio, but every new state has been 


required to stipulate sundry articles as the condi- 
tions, on which alone they were admitted. The 
exemption of the public lands from taxation wes 
one of the most prominent; and the restriction of 
slavexy in the very. words proposed to: Missouri by 
the amendment now under consideration was re- 
quired of Ohio, Indiana, and Iinois. The ordinance 
fof 1787, before reterred to, framed almost at the 
same moment with the constitution, and recognised 
among the first acts of the first Congress under it,$ 
may tairly be considered as a formal and practica! 
adoption of the principle, for which we contend, by 
a legislative body, composed in part of the framers 
of that instrament and their intimate associates — 
No opposition to this interpretation is known to 
have been made by the slavcholding states; and 
there is no reason to believe that the ordinance was 
not considered as perfectly. consistent with the new 
form of government. ‘Those, who now call in ques- 
tion the right of restriction, are obliged to contend 


U. S. Laws p. 473. 
U.S. Laws p. 53 
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as a consequence of their new doctrine, that the 
ordinance was unconstitutional, and that the res- 
triction of slavery by the states northwest of the 
river Ohio, being stipulated and enacted on such a 
basis, is therefore a mere nullity, and may be right- 
fully dispensed with at the pleasure of those states 
There is no reason to fear that those happy, flou- 
rishing, and enlightened states woukl now introduce 
the deleterious poison of slavery into their civil 
code, to wither their energies and burlesque their 
principles of liberty, even if no stipulation to the 
contrary existed. But we ought to note the per- 
nicious tendency of an innovation in the established 
construction of our national compact, which after 
forty years uniform practice, now threatens like a 
tempest to sweep away our fairest institutions and 
to prostrate the bulwarks of our prosperity. 
But, say gentlemeu, if Congress can prescribe 
one condition, such as the restriction of slavery, 
what are the limits of this restricting power—where 
will the impositions on the new states find a check? 
The power given to admit new states with the sin- 
gle exception of states formed by dismemberment 
of the existing states, is in the same unlimited terms, 
as are employed in vesting in Congress various 
other important powers—to levy taxes, raise ar- 
mies, and declare war. If Congress were to levy 
unnecessary taxes, to raise useless armies, or make 
war for slight causes or no cause, would the nation 
tamely submit to the abuse of power because the 
letter of the constitution was not violated? Sir, the 
indignation of the people would quickly annihilate 
the * brief authority,” which was become an in- 
strument of oppression. Corgress may indeed 
mistake the interests of the nation in the exercise 
f those important powers; and even a mistake fre- 
quently unavoidable from the nature of human af- 
stairs ~must be fatal to the popularity of its authors 
liow then can they hope to escape, who voluntarily 
wrest the power entrusted to them to the purposes 
of ambition or tyranny? Such a disregard of pub- 
lic opinion and official~duty can never be appre- 
hended under color of walimeted constitutional pow- 
ers. Soin the admission of new states the power 
intrusted to Congress is from its very nature limit- 
ed only by sound discretion and official responsibili- 
ty. In one respest however the remote possibility 
of an unreasonable exercise of this discretion is 
subject to an effectual check;—The conditions re- 
quired cannot be imposed on the new state without 
its consent. ‘The terms of the compact are mutual. 
ly proposed and considered, and there is not asha- 
dow of ground to apprehend, that the vigilance of 
the new state will be cheated imto a concession 
against its interests. A further check is to be found 
in the real interests of the Uuited States being gene- 
rally identified with those of the proposed state. 
The condition now required of Missouri is even 
more evidently conducive to Aer interest & prosperi- 
ty, than to that of the nation. ‘The only exception to 
this remark may perhaps be found in the exemp- 
tion of the public lands from taxation; but even this 
may be shown under the existing regulations in the 
sale of those lands to facilitate their sale and settle- 
ment by a temporary alleviation from public exac- 
‘ions in favor of industrious settlers. It is also mani- 
est, that Congress cannot prescribe a condition 
which may be contrary to the spirit and tenor of 
‘he federal constitution, or which shall impair the 
tlt of the state to her share in the national govern- 
ment, or a condition, which sball contravene the 
republican principles of all our institutions. 
i proceed to canaider, Mr. Chairman, the argu- 
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ment of those, who contend that we are bound by 
the treaty, (1. U S. Laws, p. 134.) by which the 
province of Louisiana was ceded to the U. States; 
to admit Missouri asa State, without restricting 
her on the subject of slavery. The 3U article of 
that treaty stipulates that the inhabitants shall be 
incorporated in the Union, and admitted as soon 
as possible, according to the principles of the federa! 
constitution, to all the rights, alvantages, and immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States; and shall 
be protected in the mean time in their liberty, 
property, and retigion.”. Our constitution was 
formed with a view to the then existing States, and 
to the territory within our limits and jurisdiction, 
as established by our treaty with Great Britain, 
The power conferred on congress to admit new 
States cannot be construed to extend beyond those 
limits. Acoriingly when the Louisiana treaty was 
before the Senate for its approbation and concur- 
rence, both its friends and its opponents agreed 
that neither the treaty making*power nor even 
congress itself could stipulate with a foreign na- 
tion to admit one of its provinces beyond the orig- 
inal limits of the United States into the union as a 
new State.” The present Secretary of State was 
then a member of that body, and expressed his 
opinion to that effect. Me was, however, so deci- 
sively in favor of the treaty, that he suggested an 
amendment of the constitution itself, to give effect 
toso important an acquisition as Louisiana. Mr. 
‘Taylor who is still respected as one of the most 
eminent statesmen of Virginia, declared he coa- 
sidered that the article in question did not intend 
to stipulate to admit the province as a State, but 
that **the words were literally satisfied by admit- 
ting it as a termtory” and not asa state, and by 
naturalizing the inhabitants and protecting their 
property asinother territories. When the treaty 
came before the House of Representatives, for the 
purpose ot making the necessary appropriation to 
comply with the conditions, or for the establish- 
ment of a territorial government, a similar construc- 
tion was given to the 3d article ; and among others 
a gentlemen from Virginia, Mr. Randolph, who 
at that time strongly supported the treaty and the 
and the administration, saul “ there was no stipula- 
tion, that they should ever be formed into one or 
more States ? It isalso well known, that President 
Madison, then Secretary of State, maintained the 
same doctrine. lad the stipulation provided to 
admit Louisiana, 45 a state or states, into the union, 
it must unquestionably have been rejectea, or have 
awaited the consent of the people by an amend- 
ment tothe constitution. °~ 

Notwithstanding this sentiment so generally con- 
curred in at that time, a portion of the new territos 
ry was formed into a state, and admitted in 1812 in- 
tothe union. From what source the powers of 
congress were deduced, or what new discovery on 
that subject was made i the intervening time, I 
have never becn informed. !tis probable howev- 
er, that the attention of the statesmen then in con- 
gress was wholly engrossed by the imminent dan- 
gers, that beset our country, then on the verge of 
war with the most powerful empire of the Euro- 
pean world. We have some consolation, however, 
in observing that the internal character and insti- 
tutions of the proposed state, inhabited chiefly by 
a population so lately governed by the laws and 
usages of despotic countries, were not disregarded, 


*See debates on the treaty in the National Inte's 
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and she was expressly required to provide by he-|! we find thatit does not require the making of state¢ 


constitntion for the establishment of * civil and re- 
ligious liberty, trial by jury, and the writ of habeas | 
corpus,” with other salutary principles 

Lotrisiana being thus admitted, I shall not now 
contest her right to thet high privilege; but 
while Econsent to considgr ber admission as a pre- 
cedent, to guide our decision in the admission of 
Miésouri, [ must also reqaire that the whole pro- 
ceedings, comprehending the terms an conditions, 
which formed their basis, must be equally recog- 
nised, or the whole must be abandoned together. 
If all doubt of the right of congress by the const'- 
tution to admit Louisiana is waived in favor of the 
present applicant, it is no more than reasonable, 
that all the bearings and conditions of the preced- 
ent should be equally considered and allowed. 
Our opponents, however, are not satisfied with the 
effect of the precedent, and allege that the ratifi- 





cation of the treaty and the acts of congress mak- 
ing the appropriations necessary to its execution, | 


LNo. 19 


in the ceded province, we may refuse to admit any 
| more without resorting toa denial of our power to 
jadmt by the constitution- 1 have already advert: d 
| to the venanimous concurrence of the friends and 
/ enemies of the treaty as far as my information ex- 
|tends, that the article in question contained no 
[stipulation ever to form the territory into states; 
jand the phrase to admit “as seon as possible «ac- 
{eordin to the principles of the federal constitution,” 
|beyond all question was introduced with a ruarled 
jcircumspection. and with a view to the constitution- 
lal right of Congress to admit or refuse accerding 
}to its discretion. Hence it resniis, that the treaty 
| was obligatory on Congress and the nation, that ‘he 
lacts of Congress in relation to it, could not increase 
ithe obligation. and that the admission of Louisiana 
was an independent act, not a treaty stipulation, and 
consequently is to be regarded as a precedem 
iinerely, when considered with respect to the appli- 
cation of Missour, fora similar act in her behal! —- 


have given it such a sanction, that the national|! fo concede that the Executive and Senate cur. 


faith is pledge: for its complete fulfilment. I agree i 


make a treaty, which shall devolve on Congress 2 


that a treaty made and ratified by the President I moral obligation to admit new states into this con 
and Senate agreeably to the provisions of the con- || ‘ederacy, would suppose the treaty making powei 
stitution, is morally binding on congress and the |j/might extend to annexing to this Union all the 


nation. 


{t ig indeed a doctrine strenuously sup- |! southern continent, from Mexico to Buenos Ay* 


ported by some, that congress may decide upon |! res and Chili.—it would leave no check in Congress 


the merits of a treaty previously ratified by the} 
competent authorities, and either grant or with | 
hold the appropriations necessary to its exccution. | 
This doctrine, if true, involves the necessary con- | 


sequence, that congress may not only annul a trea. | 
ty constitutionally made, but that any swdseguent| 
congress may virtually rescind it so far, as its pro-| 
visions remain executory, and depend on appropri- 
ations or other acts, to be passed by all the branch- | 


es of the government. In other words, no power | 


exists in the government of the United States to} 
make a treaty, which shall be obligatory on the na- | 
tion or its Legislature. ‘This dangerous and ab | 


| 


lof intrigue and corruption always within reach of 


surd doctrine has been ably resisted, and in my 
opinion refuted many years since. The power to 
make treaties, conferred on the President in con- 


to ambition or imbecellity of the co-ordinate bran- 
ches of the government: and though the power of 
making treaties is in general terms, and is open to 
the same great checks which constitute the safer; 

of a tree government, yet it can never be main- 
tained for a moment, that it can annex foreign ter- 
ritortes without limit, composed of heterogeneous 
jand discordant masses of population 

| A-single treaty, formed by an aspiring president, 
| and such within our own recollection have approach- 
ed very near to that high distinction, might soon re- 
duce our original republic te insignificance, and the 
principles of our free constitution to an empty 
name. However we may confide in the virtue of 
future Senates, we ought not to forget the pstency 


currence withthe Senate, isas general as language! an unprincipled man in possession of executive 
can make it. They have then by the ordinary |: power. In other countries the remedy of intoiera- 
rules of interpretation the same power on that !| ble evils involves a civil war, and either a dissolu- 
subject, which exists rightfully in other govern. || tion of the government or an aggravation of the 
ments a8 a necessary attribute of sovereign power.|; enormity. In our well balanced system the errors 
The British parliament, with its boasted “omnipo-!| of weakness and the treachery of ambition are 
tence” never pretended to arrest the execution of || quickly discerned amid the cloud: of mock patriot- 
a treaty by withholding supplies; yet the relation || ism and intrigue, in which they are shrowded; the 
of the House of Representatives to the Execv- || public indignation dispels the disguise and con- 
tive of the, United States is precisely analagous in || founds the betrayers of the national interests. Not- 


this respect—it holds the purse-strings of the na- 
uonal treasury. Thus the Louisiana treaty being 
made by competent author ty, derived no addition- 
al obligation fromthe acts of Congress at that 
time or at any subsequent period. If that con- 
gress could refuse to provide for paying the price 
the present may withhold the 4a/ance if any remains 
unpaid. Ifthe Congress of 1812 admitied a state 
carved out of the new province, it must have done 
so, either because it deemed the admission consti- 
tutional without reference to the treaty; or because 
in addition ta its constitutional right to admit, it consi- 
dered the treatyas stipulating for such admission 
Whether the former alone or both considerations 
produced the act in favor of the new state, it was 
the mere exercise of discretionary power; and tho’ 





we cannot desfranchise Louisiana, since her admis- 
sion was a compact mutually binding, yet we are at 
Serty to interpret the treaty for ourselves, and it 


| withstanding the remote possibility of treachery in 
the power of making treaties, the admission of 
states into the Union being distinctly entrusted to 
Congress, it is evident that no treaty can be made 
in derogation of that power. And even if such a 
|treaty were ratified, the Congress would not merely 
have power but would be bound on its reponsibili- 
ty to the nation toadmt no new states, but in cirt- 
cumstances compatible with the interests of the ex- 
sting states. The discretion must be distinstly ex- 
ercised ineach particular case, and the admission 
ofa new state by one Congress can never involve 
an obligation upon a subsequent Congress to admit 
apy cther state, though is force ss a precedent 
may be allowed as far as the cases are parrallcl. 
We are now broaght te consider the actual state 





of things, under winch the application of Missouri 
‘is presented Her population is probably sufficient 


"and the boundary she asks, though not perfectly 
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satisfactory is not strongly objected to. But we}, rclauve influence in the national councils, let her 





gre tormed, that she has.a c 


iderable namber | benish slavery from ber borders, and all her my- 


of plaves already, and from variaus indications of; riads of people, and not three-fifihs only of i.e seat. 
pudiie sentiment there, itis evidest, that the exis- | tered clans of domestic despotism, will send \heir 


tence and indefinite extension of that haniess and 


epresentalives to this Hall. If she would be 


* . ' . . . 
pera.cious conditionef the human species will be) strong in war, let her invite only freemen, who will 
, ' 

{ 


made a feature of their cavilcode While Congress 


dctend their property, their fanulies, and their tree. 


retained its legislative control over the territory, ||dom; aet slaves who can only seck their own hap- 
: : } 

the subject of slavery escrped attention; and the | piness by withering the arm that hoids them in 

esent Slaveholders contend with some reason, |! bondage. But she alleges that we invade her right; 


that they ought not to 
their slaves, which they sequined by at Jeast the 
soci assent of the ik ppraat ive autherity. Themecoh- 
diion in this respect seems nearly analogous te that 
of slave owners im the oriinai states atthe ume oi 
he revolution & periaps alse st the time of forming 
be present constitution The fault in the latter case 
s'thrown on Great Britain alone, and we have been 
so complaisant and chartable in this debate as to ad 
mitthe plea, Great Britain was undoubtedly wrong 
in protecting the abominable tratlick; but L must 
remind the waerthy gentiemen, who would so easily 
shake off the odious imputation, that Unis like all 
traflick supposes purchasers, a ma ket, and mercan 
tile profits, as we'll a» vevders Af the virtuous in- 
habitants ef the slavebolding states bad refused to 
receive and pay goud prices for the miserable vic 
tims, Great Britain would never have compelled 
them. ‘The aitempts of the Virgiata provincial as 
seu.bly to obtain an interdiction of the slave trace, 
wore however h ghly honorable to them; and I shall 
notstop here to Jamen! so great a departure from 
the same humane system, as is at present exinbited. 
It may not be reasonable therefore, to require of 
Missouri the aboliuon of her existing slaverv. The 
same forbearance ought to be exercised with res 
pect toit, as the constitutron of the United S:ates 
indulges te that of the original states. It was left 
to the prudence and humanity of the stutes them- 
sclves to continue er to abuitsh it by degrees and 
by means mest conformable to their views of pub- 
lic good and private virtue. ‘the laiter jt was ex- 
pected would do much in preparing the victims of 





divested of a property in | her sovereign viyrht, to hold slaves, or not to hold 


them at ber pleasure. | have already shown that 
|| it is no legitimate exercise of sovereign power, to 
jmake a portion of our species bondmen. Instead 
l}ol a rivht, st ts (he wrossest abuse of mght that was 
j,cver ‘owrated by a civilized country. If Missonri 
ji wonkd exereise her power by extending over her 
i! extensive border the noisome pestilence, which al- 
jp sends has poisoned the atmosphere of halt this 
1 goodly land, she hus little claim to the mtelligence 
jjand moral characteristics which should eutitle ber 
|\to become a member of the Union. If she would 
|, not so abuse her power, she can have no reasona- 
| ble wish lo enjoy an empty prerogative never to 
ijbe exerted. Nut only the moral wrong but the 
|, physical evil, and blasting curse of slavery as now 
}exnerienced in the slave-holding states, where it 
|jCXists 1) its mildest form, are painted in lively co- 
jJors by he gentiemen themselves; who cannot be 
{induced to siippress the melancholy fact, though it 
|) presents an ivesistible argument against adding 
; Missouri to the miserable victims of an infatuated 
policy. And it is to this Moloch, that Missouri in- 
sists on her right to become a voluntary sacrifice! 
4 'Vhe right to desolate her fields, and poison the 
fountains of prosperit,; to commit political suicide! 
Surely the pride, the phrensy, must be incurable, 
which can persigt in grasping such a destructive 
power. Lets resist its momentary violence, rea- 
, on, prudence and virtue must soon predominate. 
| Phe power to do good may well be coveted by 
|, Mortals—to do evd never. 
| it may be proper bere to advert to another ar- 


scrvitude for a capacity of enjoying a better conai- || gumeat of the gentleman from South Carolina — 


tion and would receive all proper countenance from 
the enlightened measures of legislative bodies. 
Such | do not hesituie tosay, was the prevalent se nti- 
ment of the non stave holding states, and such their 
confidence in the magnanimous principles of the | 
Chiao pions of freedom in the South, who bad so 
lately been associated with themselves in vindicat- | 
ing the rights of mankind. ‘The restriction propos- 


|| We have long since devested Congress, he, says, of 


|| its right te interpose on this subject in Missouri, 


by bestowing on her a territorial legislature com- 
petent to all municipal regulations, and this pow- 
er cannot, therefore, be resumed by the national 
legislature. Let me ask thai gentleman bow the 
** compromise,” which was first suggested by him+ 
self to 4 commitee, of which we were both mem- 


ed -ecures the owners of slaves in Missouri against |; bers, m the early part of the present session, could 


an y encroachment upon the rights, they possess, L! 
would even go farther, though with g¢. eat reluct- 
auce, and consent to an article in their constitution, | 
which should guarantee them against any act of | 
their own legislature, tending to a similar encroach, 
ment. 

_ Can Missouri, or those who support ber applica- | 
tion, compiain of: such a reasonable condition? [| 
She does, let her explain her objections. Wiil she | 
allege that ber interests are sacrificed? It is clear- | 
ly the interest of Missour to encourge an ac-| 
lve and industrious population. The labor of free- 
men will produce double the labor of slaves, In | 
stead of extensive plamtations, each inhabited by a} 
Single propietor, together with an overseer and| 
their families in the midst of a horde of ignorant, 
degraded and miserable slaves, the eye will be | 
gratified with farms of moderate extent, and the} 
families of an intelligent, industrious and patriatic 


have been executed by Congress, if his present 
view of the legislative power of the territories is 
correct? That compromise proposed to exclude 
slavery from all that portion of the Arkansaw terri- 
tory north of a certain latitude. We have already 
invested Arkansaw with a temporary legislature, 
and upon his present principle we have no longer 
any control in this or any uf her internal concern. 
(Mr. Lowndes explained —The lines proposed by 
him would comprehend none of the settlemenis of 
our citizens; he considered such settlements as ha- 
ving vested rights beyond our control, but that 
Congress might exercise the right of excluding 
slavery where no such settlements existed.) Wien 
the suggestion was made in the committee, Mr, 
Chairman, | do not remember to have heard the 
honorable gentleman take this distinction. Cer- 
tainly it 1s an important one; it leaves the effect of 
the excluding principle to be exerted only on a wil- 





scomanry. If she aspires at political power and’ 


derness—it leaves the compromise a shadow. I 
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had really supposed before that something must be 
conceded on Seth sides to make the transaction a 
compromise; where all is yielded by one party and 
nothing by the other, by whatever name it may be 
called, it is no compromise but submission. ‘The 
honorable gentleman is not in feult; he concedes 
us all, which his principle will allow, the privilege 
of an empty name. Vor et preterea nihil. 

1 must, however, call in question the doctrine, 
that Congress has parted with all legislative con- 
trol of the territories; by the mere organization of 
x territorial government. ‘The acts of Congress 
are in their very terms merely “temporary.” ‘lake 
for example the act, providing for the government 
of Missouri;* by the Ist section, it is enacted, 
**that the temporary government,” &c. ‘This is in 
the exact words of the acts in relation to the other 
territories. ‘These acts are frequently revised or 
modified, as appears by the statute. The territo- 
ry itself, is divided, subdivided, and newly organ- 
ized, at tHe pleasure of Congress. Nothing less 
than the power of entire revocation of the orig]n- 
ai act would warrant these various subsequent mo- 
difications. The right in Congress to prohibit 
slavery, must therefore remain in that body, & may 
be exercised over the territories, notwithstand- 
ing the existence of the temporary governments. 

But it is not to be concealed that the stern and 
resolute hostility to the restriction of slavery is not 
confined to Missouri alone—it did not even origin- 
ate there. Her interst and true policy demand the 
salutary measure, her pride alone could neve: have 
kindled such a flame of opposition. The jealousy 
of the Western states is alarmed, they are warned 
to resist the encroachments of the middle and East- 
ern states, who envy their growing importance and 
political influence. These, too, are the sugges- 
tions of men, who are loudly deprecating local 

rejudiees. Let not the West listen readily to the 
insidious charge. Itis without foundation. There 
is no collision of interests between the various sec- 
tions ofthe Union. They are in perfect harmony. 
‘The rapid increase of Western population, formed 
as it is of emigrants from the shores of the Atlan 
tic and their descendants, is beheld with pride by 
their kindred and brethren in the elder states.— 
Their welfare is our welfare—their strength our 
strength—and their principles, except in the par- 
tial admission of slavery, are our principles. We 
may defy the ministers of disunion to name a sin- 
gle point of contact, where the interests, prosper- 
ity, and happiness of the middle and Eastern sec- 
tions, are not ip.perfectharmony with the Western. 
What better evidence can be given by the non- 
slave-holding states of their disinterested regard 
to Missouri, than the efforts now made by them, 
to banish forever from her system the canker, 
which has corroded and enfeebled our less fortu- 
nate neighbors in the South? If we were unfrieud- 
ly or jcalous of the new states, a different course 
might be pursued. No, sir, to confer benefits, is 
not the dictate of hatred. Malignity, alone, can 
distort deeds of kindness into tokens of envy.— 
A gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. tlolmes, has 
thought proper to ascribe the ettort, now made 
$gainst the extension of slavery, to the same princi- 
ples, which produced the Hartford Convention.— 
But can it be believed, that those principles, 
which, even in the darkest hours of adversity, had 
but a momentary influence, are now completeiy 
triumphant not only in New-England, but in the 


* 4. United States Laws, p. 438. 
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mighty states of New-York and Pennsylvania; that 
they have crossed the Allegany Mountains, and 
embrace in their vortex, all the states north of the 
River Ohio? This extravagant suggestion is un- 
worthy of a moment’s attention. The same rentle- 
man takes exception to an expression in the able 
memorial of the citizens of Boston and the vicinity, 
that Congress may require such conditions of the 
new states, “as its wisdom, its jnstice, or its poli- 
cy may dictate.”’; As it is to be presumed that the 
gentleman does not include “ wisdom and justice”? 
among the suspected virtues, it can only be the 
word policy, to which his censure applies; and he 
seems to understand it enly in the Italian or sinister 
sense. But he will probably withdraw his objec. 
tion on being reminded of the old-fashioned max. 
im, which I trust he was taught in his childhood, 
that “ honesty is the best policy.” 

In regarding, however, the effects of slavery, 
the views of Congress must always extend to the 
good of the whole community, While the exclu. 
sion of slavery from Missouri will ensure her a 
more numerous population, more industry, more 
wealth, and consequently a greater representation 
in the national legislature, it makes her also a more 
formidable barrier in war, a more efficient pillar of 
These advantages require the 
paternal care of the Government of the Union; they 
are equally participated by every member, by the 
slave-holding states, in at least their due proportion. 
It is then unjust to represent the restriction pro- 
posed to Missouri, as a sacrifice on her part ora 
reservation of power by Congress, by which the 
former pays the latter ‘a price” for admission— 
No mercenary concession is required; but an honor- 
able and salutary condition, beneficial indeed to the 
nation, but to the new state the vital principle of 
future greatness. A benign interposition, the dic- 
tate of wisdom and beneficence. 

It is proper, however, in considering this great 
question, great in its consequences to our rising 
nation, and destined to mark our character to fu- 
ture ages, that we shonld not overlook the invisible 
spring, that puts the machine in action, and imparts 
its tremendous force to the opposition. ‘The states 
of the South, replete with slavery, are tenacious of 
the privilege of “ diffusing” the evil. To diffuse, 
not to extend the mischiet, is their object, a distinc: 
tion far too refined for my comprehension. If dif- 
fusion or any mode of depletion would reduce the 
residuum of the article, it might be an oflice of 
kindness in Missouri, er even in’ Pennsylvania ot 
Massachusetts, to facilitate so worthy an object.— 
But it is the unfortunate character of slavery to 
admit no remedy but compression. The flame is 
harmless when confined, but once allowed to pas 
its boundary, and the conflagration defies all human 
power The efforts of reason, religion, philan- 
thropy, are impotent, indeed, against the cravings 
of avarice. : 

When we hear it said by a gentleman from Vit 
ginia, (Mr. Randolph) that this land (Missouri) 
** was bought witn our money,” it is not to be sup- 
posed he means that the money of Virginia, or o 
all the slave holding states was alone employed in 
the purchase. But such language implies that those 
states had at least their share in the transaction and 
are entitled to the advahtages. ‘fhe fair and hono- 
rable advantages are indeed to be enjoyed by the® 
in common with the nation; but does this require 
that the new states should be cpen as a slave ma 


t Memorial, p. 19% 
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ket to enhance the value, to encourage the slave {’ band and wife, which those gentlemen declare to 
holder in growing the commodity? The “ high-|) be the objects of their tenderest- solicitude; for a 
minded” gentlemen, who oppose the restrietion, |! slave, removed a thonsand miles or even much less, 
will certainly disclaim such a motive. They con- |) must never again behold the beings with whom he 
tend, however, that the prohibition of slavery is an jj has spent his life, to whom alone he is known and 
interdiction to slaveholders ftom removing with || united, whose affection is the only sweet he has 
their slaves to the new statés. ‘Vhis may, indeed, }} tasted in the bitter draught of servitude. These 
be an inconvenience not easily obviated. ‘The ex-|) consequences however are considered slight and 
tensive states of Mississippi, Alabama and Lonisia- || trivial, when weighed agkinst the superior claims, 
na, however, are still in their infancy, aud their |/the right, the profit, and the safety ef his owner. 
vast territory invites the planters of cotton and the |] But gentlemen scem to have limited their views to 
sugar cane to bring their surplus slaves from the jj} an expedient merely temporary and to lose sight 
Atlantic States to these new regions; But to || of the inevitable and fatal castastrophe, that must 
those, who insist on their right to a/?, itis in vain to || await at last their favorite system 
urge that less than all may be enough. Let us listen, In the rapid progress of emigration in the settle. 
however, a moment to the other side. If slave- |] ment of our new states and territories, the time is at 
holders cannot remove with their slaves, in case |}hand, when all will be replete with inhabitants; 
the restriction is adopted; so also if it is not adopt || when the tide can no longer roll onward, but must 
ed, the industrious eitizens in the non-slaveholding || recede and mingle with its kindred waters. ‘Then, 
states are proscribed in a great degree from the be- || where will the statesmen of the day transfer the my- 
nefits of emigration. Where a system of slavery || riads of slavery, to rescue their country from de- 
throws all the wealth and all the political infuence || struction? No new provinces. can bé purchased; 
into the hands of afew; and where Iabor is dis- |} Mexico will be full to overRowing’on the south, 
graceful as the proper occupation of slaves alone; |; the Pacific before them: on the West, and 
the independent spirit, which is found among citi-}/on the North a population, to whom slavery ig 
zens in moderate circumstances in the non-slave- || abhorrent. Will they apply tothe National Govern- 
holding states, will never brook the inevitable con- || ment for a law, permitting them to exp4rt slaves? 
sequence of emigration. Freemen, proud of their |! If Americans could ever resort to this abominable 
rights, proud even of their industry as the basis of || traffic for relief, where could they find a nation, a 
their independent condition, will never consent tobe |) province, or even an island, which would reeewe 
ranked by the opulent slave-holder, living by their i the victims? All Enrope long ere then will have 
side, ona level with his slaves. Where slavery |} denounced and interdicted the odious trade, and 
prevails, the industry of freemen is degrading, and || there is no doubt, that the Islands and new Repub- 
those, who are obliged to earn their subsistence by |) lics of the south muat adopt the same humane polt- 
their own exertions and lsbor, are in a state of |/cy In no distant age, I trast, the monstrous instt- 
hopeless insignificance. Is it not then equal und |! tution of slavery and the horrors of the traffic will 
jus, since so many states have lately beenadded in || be alike exploded ‘The history of the present 
the south, where slave holders can remove with the || times will be read with incredulity or with disgust. 
advastages they require, that Missouri should be || Some better remedy must be devised for the enor- 
left open to a population, which cannot breathe in|] mous evil, which will then threaten insurrection, 
the atmegphere of slavery? Louisiana is the only | massacre, and wide desolation. 
state yet established beyond the Mhississippii——'| The honorabie speaker has turned his attention 
Slavery exists and must continue to exist in that |! to the condition of our country, which we arenow 
state. Ifthen it were a subject of mere mercan-'! considering; bat he seems to be unaware of the 
tile arrangement between the slaveholding and non ' dangers, which must then beset the free population 
slaveholding states, Missouri ought to interdict sia- |! from the superincumbent mass of elavery. He 
very. ‘hank Heaven, we do not adduce this as H cheers the friends of African emancipation by av. 
our principal argument; but only to answer an ob- |! suring them, that in such a state of things the ja 














jection raised by our opponents. No sir, we would | bor of slaves will be more expensive, than that of 


exclude slavery because we have the power by the ‘freemen, and that consequently the owner will 
constitution, because it is the dictate of reason, of |! give them liberty to discharge himself from the 
expediency, of moral right, and consequently of du- 'barden oftheir inaintainence But wit! the eafery 
ty. PB ssgu mci roe Se, OPED states nt of the free population then permit: the emancipa- 
another argument, which indeed has great weight, |! tion of such countless hordes of ignorant and cea- 
wes hoe . AED {| ; 4 ¢ (44) er 
slavery ito be confined to ie present Erty. nnd ints Seine whone seey mecenatie mast impel 
‘page mite saxlse \| them to war upon society? It would be madness; 
what is to beculne of the inchedliag este pepila-|™ MUEA be Mirwng Seams.» cblesdlitionto plunder, 
f © mai 4 ) r + “ 
tion in the atlantic states? In those states the |} pice wiper wrtad iulive nated inne 1 all 
slaves have increased in a far greater ratio, than the || 244 slaves, it would be utterly i ei 
free population; are they to be “ pent up” and| and slaves, it would be ulterly impossibe to res cue 
starved, or to be turned loose to steal, rob and mur 
der, the certain consequence of emancipation? To 
escape the distressing scenes, which gentlemen have 
so feelingly depicted, and for the reality of which 
they point us to St. Domingo, and other Islands in 
the West Indies, they require the extensive terti- 


hazardous measures could ar:e ¢ the march of pte 
in. Even now and for years past the slave hold- 
ing states have adopted a code of Jaws, making 
emancipation more and more dijficu't, Indees its 
many it is entirely prohibited. The harsh sics- 
sure is justified by gentlemen on the ground, that 


tories and states of the West to receive the supe- |} ~ . , 

numary slaves; and while they fill their calles ena Pe Sree Step iamns 60 siases 
with the price, they rid them of all inconvenience || °f their own color, and make them discontented 
and of the dread of insurrecton. This sale of hu-|} ith theircondition. No emancipation mic’ bc 


allowed, no free negroes, to seduce their bie hren 
to desertion, toinfesi the cities asvagrante, or high 








mau flesh may indeed read assunder forever the ties 
of parents and children, brothers and sisters, bus- 


\|theformer; yet certainly nothing but powerful and, 
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ways as nlunierers. Uf, in the present stateof 
things emancipation is so dangerous, that those 
humane genticinep, who so deeply deplore the 
«« evil and the curse”’ of s!avery, are obliged to 


{No. 19. 


as degraded and dependent, as the slaves of Vir. 
ginia and the Carolinas ‘The boors of the Russian 
and the Polish nobijily and great !andholders are 
attached to the soil, and wansferrable with it, In 


enact laws to perpetuate and increase KH—if they | Pranee, beforethe revolution, the laboring classes, 


even now are compelled to this course by the ne- 
cessity of self prese-vation; how dificult, howim 
possible wii! they tind it to have recourse to eman- 
cipation, when the evil shail have outgrown alj 
computation! 


| 


| (hengh not nominally slaves, were soin realty, 
and much more wretched than thosein our coun. 
try, Evenin England, the country, which has 
50 frequently reproached us for the continuance 
of a system inconsis:ent with our principles, the 


To avert so fearful a calom’te, let me ask their}! labourers in their manufacturing towns, are far 
attention tothe immediate interest of the slave; more miserable, than the slaves of humane mas- 


holding states; and enquire, whether the exten 


ters. The latter are sure of comfortable susten- 


sion of slavery a singie inch beyond its present lence, and are cherished in sickness and old age; 
;, While arbitrary regulacion of wages, the liability to 


boundary is not to be resisted far more for then:- 
Selves, than for us) The advantages, which they 


expect by the exiension, are transient and incon. | 


siderable; the evil is more remote indeed, but ine 
vitableand overwhelming. Le me conjure thei 


statesmen by the spirit of their fathers, by their rev- | 


| j 


erence of the patriot, whose giory is not yet exti 

guished; by the virtue, which vanquished the husts 
of oppression, by their respect for themselves and 
their regard for future generations, to retrace their 
steps, to annul their laws agtinst emancipation, — 
Let it be their high prerogative to resist the torrent 
of prejudice, to stifle the murmurs of avarice and 
pride. Letthem boldly avow the salary trath— 
now is thetime to provide a remedy for the 190mi- 
nation, forthe curse of slavery, Every moment's 
delay increasesthe evi}. Jt is not hy insulated and 
feeble efforts, that the purpose can be efiected. A 
great and sim:iltaneous exertion can alone be equal 
to the occasion. Such an exertion must be pro- 
duced by a universal conviction of its necessi ¥ It 
is only in an enlightened age and ina virtuous 
country, tha’ such aconcert of spirit and action 
ean be expec’ed, to silence the cavils of ignorance 
and cupidity A general and sudden emancipation 
would be the extreme of folly. So great a change 
in the condition of a numerou: class of human be- 
ings would be alike destvuctive of themselves and 
pernicious to the comnuwitv. But when once 
the states and he slave owners will resolutely de- 
termine to accomplish universal freedom, all difli- 
culty will vanish. Slaves will not be denied all 
means of instruction; they will be taught the ru 
diments of knowledge, of self-government, and of 
morahty. The most exemplary for industry and 
fidelity, can be emancipited, and portions of the 
was'e lands, which abound ir the plantations can 
be allotted them on muderaterents. “carce on age 


would elayse before the siaye pepulation with euch), 


inducements and such means wou'd assume a new 
character. a higher grade inthe human scaic. | 
would no longer be difficult to reconcile ex' ensive 
emancipation with the safety of the ‘ree population 
The freedmen and their descendants, possessing 
personal liberty and protected against oppression, 
but not necessari y participating puliical power, 
would remain the: *Justrjous and happy laborers 


in the fields, not of their masters bué their protec. |, 


tors. Secured in the fruis of their industry, they 
would be provident and frugal, the product of their 
Jabor would be immensely greater, than in a state 


i 


; 


' 
i 


| 
i 
} 


| 
| 








beturned irom employment, the pestilence of a 
; crowded population, the squalid and loathsome 
| condition of the r dwe'lings, and the horrors of the 
| poor house, all contmbute to make the condition 
vi Langlish laborers in manufacturing tewns in- 
| comparably worse, than the claves of our southern 
jstaces. ‘he wretched beings, to whom I have 
| alluded, not oniy wear the humen form, but the 
same color with the higher classes, Yet who 
would havethe conrage, to proclaim m those coun- 
tries the necessity or even the possibility of melio- 
rating the condition of the inferior ordets? Who- 
ever should attempt such an enterprize would be 
treated as a preacher of sedition or a madman.— 
| Bul can any one doubt, that the French revojution 

might have beca arrested, had the nobility and 

clergy, Who engrossed allthe property of the na ion 

relaxed their oppression only so far as to have 

participated the publie burdens? They were deaf 
to the warning voice of history, and the terrible 
explosion of the revolation prostrated their p:ivile. 
' ses and ended their oppression, In Russia, Po. 

land, and Geimany symptoms have appeared ofa 
disposition in the sovereign and in the privileged 

classes to relax the rigor of their yoke, and itn- 

part to their slaves some portion of the riyhts of 
‘humanity and the fruits of theirs labor — Possibly in 
those na.ions a grain of seasonable wisdom may 

rescue them from the fate of inexorable oppressors, 
,; It remains to be seen, whether there is wisdom and 
| virtue enonghin England to reform abuses, to re- 
‘lieve the starving and improvident victims of their 
| manofacturing system, before the accumulation of 
_ vice, of suffering, end of oppression, shail thicken 

to a tempest, and prostrate the monuments of 
| learning, of power, and of giory, for so mary ages 
, the boast of that mighty empire. 

Tothe wisdom and virtue of the slave holding 
states it mast be submitted, whether they will per- 
| sist im tivetting the fetters of their slaves and «hvt- 
| Ling every avenueto emancipation, or whether taney 
| will devise a great system, which shall improve their 
, condition, and in dv etime extirpate every vestige 
| of thatcurse and reproach of our country, The 
difference of colour can be no obstacle tothe en. 
lightened plan; it must be a perpetual barrier in- 
indeed against commixture of blood, and will there- 
fore jeave to the master superior respect, the right 
of protection, and the voluntary services and fabor 
|ofa happy and grateful race. Such « course once 


of slavery, and the proprietors of the soil, their for- j, fully adopted by the southern sta’es would increase 
mer masters, would derive greater profit fromtheir || their population aud wealth, as the product of !a- 


earnings with far less care aud responsibility. 


| bour would increase. Instead of angry col.isions 


To those, who treat these suggestions as chi- || with their sister states, mutual esteem and increas. 
Merical, the exverience of other times and other ing confidence would be the happy fruit of this 
Dations ought toafford animpressive Jesson. The!) magnanimous measure. Such a just and enlight- 
vassa!s.aad serfs of feudal times werein acondition |! ened course of policy, so new in the annals of ué- 
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tions, must attract the admiration of mankind and!) Vhe LAKIFE BILL from the House of Repre 


the yratitude of future ages. s€) taives, was brought up, twice read, and commit- 
Our opponents in this debate have frequently indv!- | ted to the commuttee on commerce and manufac- 


ged in pointed sarcasms and severe reproach on the || tures. 

Sipp sed areuments in favor of excluding slavery TUESDAY, may 2. 

which are founded on re‘igion and moicaliiy —| No. 1 

\oa'ethey have thought proper to impute ali such | Plan for employing the Army. 
aryumentsto rank hypocrisy, they have not fal’! yge “Tareors submitted the following for con- 
ed to exert all their ingenuity to prove that the ex {| sideration: 

tension, or as they chooseto say, the diffusion © ||  jtesolved, That the secretary of war, cause to be 
slavery wiil di nin'sh the evil, and that conse- \ prepared and laid before the Senate at the com. 
quently such ditfusion is consistent with morality. |) mencement of the next session of Congress, a plan 
Ma.y have gone farther, and have asserted that }! 4, employing the army in making a minute and 


slavery is enconrayed in thevld testainent and hot | accurate survey of the inland frontier of the United 
forb-dden inthe new; from which they infer that it) Staves, together with an estimate of the additional 
isnot offensive in the eye of tieavea, Wt is suf | expeuses which may be annually required for that 
ficient for meto renly, that slavery is oppressive object. 
oa. 
it i 





No 2: 


and unjust, an © intolerable evil and a curse; ‘| 
cannot therefore Lut be the deepest shade of immo i Plan for employing the Nuvy, 


rajity, Norcan the christian system be reproach- \ Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy, cause 
ed with giving any ceuntehance to such an enor- \to be prepsred and laid before the Senate at the 
mity. The founder of our religion announced to | commencement of the next session of Congress, a 
his disciples, that -« his kingdom was not of this} plan for employing the navy in completing a mi- 
world,’? he intermedled not with «athrones and | nute and accurate survey of the coast of the United 
dominions” or with the civil insti{utjans of man- | States, together with an estimate of the additional 
kind. Yo these indeed heineuleated obedience and | expenses which may be annuaily required for that 
submission, In vain should we look in scripture | object. 

for any authority to resist the encroachments of |) No. 3 

despotism; even our .evolution vonld have found ij Expense of Naval Surveys. 

ho precep: there, io break the British yoke and Resolved, Vhut the secretary of the treasury, 
establish our liberties. One sub'ime maxim how- || cause to be prepared and laid before the Senate 
ever comprehends ali virtue and all duty to man- |, at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
kind: « Do to others, as you would that they |! gress, a statement of the money which has been 
should doto you” Letthis bc umversally obeyed, | annually appropriated and paid since the year 1775, 
and alltyranny will cease, and resistance be anoe-|| for surveying the sea coast, bays, inlets, harbours, 
cessacy; let this prevail, and the yoke of slavery and shoals, and for ereciing and supplying and 
andthe rod of oppression wil! be broken forever, |! Keepimg in repairhyht i suses, beacons, and buoys, 
] should not have answered stich observations, or |, 204 for the purchase of the ground upon which the 


have noticed the attempt to throw reproach and |) Samic tay have been erected. 

ridicule on our principles, but to exhibit the har. |! ; «WEDNESDAY, MAYS. 

mony, which my be fownd in religion and virtue || Mu. Krxo, of NY. from the committee of Roads 

with the just interpretation ¢ nd practical effect of | and Canals reported a bili to authorise the appoint. 

ovr heppy constitution {| ment of commissioners to Jay out a canal in the 
In expressing my views on this momentous sub- |) tte of Ohio, which was twice read by unanimous 


, Ps " ’ | ont 
ject, | have not pursned the path of feeling The |] CONSent. 
arinony Of our naticaal union has heen my pole |j , he bill for the ries, of the eter of — 
star, General freedom, the equal and unalienable i Heaps br “he has php r" caendttns o t ry whole, 
i ‘ *- + =HNor e Ve zé 
Tichts of mankiod, are the pure spirit o; our re. || Satins Gilt te, the eave S Phew x 6) rm diieet 
1.13 ~~ . | 5 Di ) » ogrive Ww y ure 
publicansystem. Toresistencroachm .t, to guard |! tt i proposes “i Rive to ‘a 4 te “ e tha as 
with vigilance the bulwarks of our constitution, is i rere te, Fan ss on’ the Yat i 7 af Fun € . 
; aed ‘ . ay 7 t ade ay 4 . 
the duty ofevery citizen. By the faithful perform- fe ena 7 ae OT its 24 ote Goal a ee } 
Fate: hie” te! wey" a9 Uhe bill for the retiet of James L. C.theart, was 
ance of this great duty we may. justly hope the| . : 
permanence of our jiberties and the maturity of |! after examination, incomnuttee and some amend- 
oar glory 7 || ments made thereto, passed to a third reading 
ig Agreeably to the order of the day the Senate re- 


| . 
P i Linn Sy aee Ba phd i sumed, as in committee of the whole, the conside. 
16th CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. | tation of the billto authorise the appointment of 
IN SENATE. i commissioners to lay out certain roads and cans. 


moNvAy, May J. i) Me. iorsey, fromthe committee on the Dustrict 

THE NAVY. °° ‘| of Columbia, made a report unfavorabie to the ex- 

The following was submitted by Mr. Puracawre: | pediency of any proviston at this ime ior a delegate 
Navy, with {for the District of Columbia, 

: ii Mr Kina, of N. ¥ from the committee on roads 
Land canals, reported e bill to lay oat the’ route and 


Resolved, Phat the Seeretary of the : 


th wsistance of the commissioners of the Navi 


{ 
Borrd, be quested to cause to be revised, the rules, | y ; 
regulations ard constructions, for the mval service, | prepave the plan of a cnal, estimates of expence, 
Prepared, and reported, npder the aathority of an || &c. trom Lake Erie to the navigable waters of the 
{| Olio, (trom the waters of Sandusky to those 1! Sei- 


act of Comeress of the 7th February, 1815; and that | ¢ 
the same be reported to the Senate during the first 4) ote,) wich bill was twice read by general consent, 


} 
' 


week of the next session, in order that legal provi. j)and referred 
son may be made for carrying inte “effect such ot 
them as tnay be cousidered necessary, and whieh 
2¥6 veen tcundat variance with existing fave. 


ROADS AND CANALS. 
The Senate next proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the committee on roads and canals 
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onthe bill concerning the road from Wheeling to; 
the Mississippi, and canals fro: the Chesapeake to, 
the Delaware, and from the Rariton to the Dela-| 
ward. 


to require the road to pass by Columbus, the seat; 
ef government of Ohio—the discussion turning on, 
the expediency of now going so far into cetail as to. 
designate any points at all, except the two extreme | 
ones; of leaving these matters to future disposition, | 
and merely at this time enacting a general provision | 
reserving allother questions for future legislation. | 


1820—CUNGRESS. {No, tv 
was previous to the passage of the present law; that 
it was now very much inferior to what was paid for 
advertising by individuals, and was @ very inade. 
quate remuneration for the services performed, and 


Some debate arose, on a motion by Mr. Rusexts, would in fact not be accepted by many, were it noy 


'for other considerations; the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. Adjourned. 
May 4 
THE TARIFF. 
The Senate this morning took up the Tariff 
bill as in committee of the whole, Mr. Honser (by 
requeut of the president) in the chair. [The 





Messrs. Kuggles, ‘Irimble, and Roberts, were in ||amendments reported to this bill, in the Senate} 
favor of the amendment, and Messrs. King, of N. || are generally unimportant. } 


Yand Thomas against any such provision at this); 


time. The amendment was negutived. 

Mr. Kine, of N.Y. made some general remarks on | 
the advantages which would result to the interest of 
the United States, in the public lands alone from 
jaying out and marking this road, without touching 
on the great considerations of connecting more 
closely the different parts of the Union, of public 
security, and of honor to the nation, should such an 
object be ultimately accomplished as the erection 
of a great road from the Atlantle waters to the Mis- 
sissippi, &c. 

A debate arose on the general merits of the bill, | 
in which it was opposed by Mr. Eaton and by Mr. 
Smith, at considerable length, and was advocated 


by Mr. Trimble, and’was supported also by Mr. Ed-|) 





wards. 
Mr. Surra concluded his remarks by moving to! 
postpone the bill until the first of April next (to 


destroy it) which motion was decided by yeas ea 


nays, inthe negative. 

‘rhis bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

THE LARIFF.—Mnr. Ditxenson from the com. 
mittee of commerce and manufactures to which had | 
deen referred the bill from the House of Represen- | 
tatives to regulate the duties on imports, reported 
the same with sundry amendments 

ADJOURNMENT.—The Senate took up the 
resolution fixing a period of adjournment as amend- 
ed by the other House. 

The question was taking on agreeing to the 
athendment of the other House, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division—so that the 15th day 
of the present month is fixed by both Houses for 
the adjournment of the session. 

The bill from the other House, to grant to the 
Columbian Institute the use ofa portion of the pub- 
lic grounds in the city of Washington, during the 
pleasure of Congress, was taken up, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate next took up the bill from the other 
house in addition to the act previding for the pub- 
lication (in newspapers) of the laws of the United 
States. 

The subject gave rise to some discussion, on the | 
part of Mr. Smith who explained the motives of | 
the committee, and of Messrs. Lanmau, Burrill and | 
Trimble;‘and the amendment was ultimately agreed | 


+ 


40 





Mr, Witsox then moved {o amend the bill, so as 
to leave the compensation allowed for publisiting | 


On a motion for postponing the bill until the 
next session of Congress— 

Mr. Bansocr, of Virginia, opened the debate in 
favor of the motion, and against the provisions of 
the bill. 

Mr. Dicrrnsox, of New Jersey, spoke next, on 
the other side of the question. 

This bill was finally postponed till next session, 
by a vote of twenty-two to twenty-one the members 
being all present, and voting, except Mr. Pinckney 
of Maryland. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
APRIL 29. 

Mr. Smrru, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill for the relief of Conrad 
| Lamb, deceased; read a third time, and committed. 

LIMITTING the INCREASE of the NAVY. 
Mr. Witrams, of N. C. submitted the following 
| resolutions: 





{} astesolved, That the committee of ways and means 


_ be instructed to report a bill, repealing any law or‘ 
| laws, making appropriations for the increase of the 
| Navy of the United States. 
| Resolved, That the committee of ways and means, 
_ be instructed to reporta bill, calling home the squad- 
jron-n the Meditterranean sea. Read and ordered 
‘to lie on the table 
AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. Witttams, of N. C. also submitted the follow. 
{lowing proposition to amend the standing rules of 
tne house to wit: 
| Resolved, ‘Thatan additional standing committee, 
| be appointed to be denominated “ the committee on 
| agriculture.” Laid on the table for one day. 
REDUCTION of the ARMY. 
| Mr. Frorp, submitted the following resolution: 
| Hesolved, Phat the committee on Miiitary Af- 
| fairs, be instructed to report a bill reducing the ar- 
|my of the United States, to six thousand men, to 
| consist of a due proportion of infantry, cavalry and 
jartillery. Laid on the table. 
| Mr. M‘Coy, moved that the house do now pro- 
| ceed to consider the bill from the Senate entitled 
| *an act for the relief of John H. Piatt,” (rejected.} 

NISTRICT BANKS. 

The amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
bill entitled an act concerning the Banks of the 
District of Columbia. and for other purposes, was 
read and concurred in by the Ilouse, as follows : 


“That the charters of the several incorporated 





the laws, the same as now fixed by law, and entered | 
into some explanations (feeling inmseif called on to |) 
do so, by the consideration that the isterest of ma- || 
ny individuals was concerned, who would probably |! 
luok to him to place the matter in a proper ligbt, 


Banks in the District of Columbia, now paying spe- 
cie, which shall expire before ihe Ist day of June, 
one thousand cight hundred and twenty-two, be, 
and the sime are hereby, extended to that time, 
any thing in the said charters to the contrary not- 


hefore the Senate) to shew that instead of having | withstanding, and the charter of the Bank of Co- 
heen increased, the compensation was less than it \\ lumbia be, azd the same is hereby declared to be, 
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limited in its’extention to the said first of June, 1 
Provided, That this act shall be of no force or ef- 
fect till a majority, in interest, of the stockholders 
of the several banks, whose charters may be here- 
by extended, shall file their declarations, in wirit- 
ing, in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
assenting to, and accepting, the benefit of this act. 
THE NEW TARIFF BILL—PASSED. | 

The final passage of this bill, was determined a 
this day’s sitting by a vote of seventy eight to nine- | 
ty one: a motion for recommitment, having been | 
previously Jost, by a vote of ayes seventy—noes | 
ninety. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, N Y Baker, Baldwin, Bate- | 

an, Beecher, Bloomfield, Boder, Brown, Brush, Campbell, 
«ase, Clark, Cook, Darlington, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, 
Dowse, Eddy, Edwards Connecticut, Edwards, Pen. Ervin, 
Fay, Folger, Ford, Forrest, Gross, New York, Gross, Venn. | 
Guyon, Hackley, Hall, New York, Hall, Delaware, Hazard, | 
Hemphill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hibsham, Heister, Hostetter, | 
Kendall, Kinsey. Kinsley, Little, Lins, Lyman, Maclay, McLane | 
Delaware, MeLean, Kentucky, Marchand, Mason, Megs, 
Metcalf, Moore, S Moore, Monell, Morton, Moseley, Murray, | 
Newton, Parker, Mass Patterson, Philson, Pitcher, Rich, Riche | 
spond, Ross, Russ, Sampson, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shaw, Sloan, | 
Smith N J Smith Md Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Strcet, Strony | 
NY arr, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Tracy, Trimble, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Wendover. Wood,.—91. 

NAVS.—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Anderson, Archer. Md™ 
Archer, Va Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Brevard, Bryan, Burton, Bur- | 
vell, Butler, N H. Butler, Lou. Cannon, Claggett, Cobb. Cocke, j 
Cratts, Crawford, Culbreth, Culpeper, Cushman, Cuthbert, Da- | 
vidson, Fdwards, N C Fisher, Floyd, Foot, Fuller, Fullerton, | 
Garnett, Hall, N C Hardin, Hill, Holmes, Hooks, Johnson, Jones 
Va Jones Ten. Kent, Livermore, Lowndes, McCoy, MeCreary, 
Mallory, Mereer, Neale, Nelson Mass Nelson Va Overstreet, Par- 
ker Va Pinekney, Plumer, Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Richards, 
Hinggold, Robertson, Settle, Silsbee, Simkins, Sloeumb, B 
Smith Va Smith NC Strong Vt Swearingen, Verril, “Pucker 
Va Tucker SC Tyler, Upham, Walker, Warfield, Whitman, 
Williams Va Williams, N C,—7}. 

So this bill has passed the house, and was 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

may 2. 

Mr. Dickrxsow presented a petition of sundry 
merchants and traders, residing in various places in 
the interior of the state of New York, and other | 
tates, assembled in the City of New-York, pray- | 
ing that a duty, not exceeding ten per cent. may | 
he imposed on sales at auction; read and referved. | 

Mr. Srreer, from the Committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, to whem was referred | 
he bill from the Senate, entitled «* An act for the 
relief of Ebenezer Stevens and Austin L. Sands, 
legal representatives of Itichardson Sands, dec’d. 
and others; reported the same wiihout amendmen". 

Mr, Strtseex, from the committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to prevent the commanders ' 
and other officers in the naval service of the Linit- 
ed States, from accepting of any present or emo. 
ument, of any kind, whatever, from any king 
prince, or foreign state, and for other purpeses 
twice read and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Srisver, from the same committee, who |! 


were instructed to enquire into the expediency ot 
modifying the act establishing a board of Commis- 
sioners of the Navy, so as to make the Secretary 
of the Navy, for the time being, the presiding offi- 
cer of the board; and also of so limiting the tenor 
of the commissions of the members thereef, or to 
secure the accumulating experience and talents of 


i 


| was read throu 
\j 
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tion from the Senate fixing a period for the ter- 
mination of the present session of Congress, be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was agreed to. 

The further consideration of this resolution was, 
aficr a variety of attempts to fix a day, postponed 
until Wednesday next. + 

Leave of absence, for the remainder of the ses- 
sion, was granted to several members. ‘ 

Vhe house then, in committee of the whole, 
todk up the bill respecting cash duties; which was 
discussed until near five o'clock, when the question 
on striking out the first section of the bill was de- 
cided in the affirinative. 

The bill was then reported to the house, and the 
amendments made in the committee concurred in 
by ayes 91, noes 35—so the bill was rejected. 

max 2, 

Mr. Prxcxvex presented the petition of Henry 
Wright, praying compensation for property taken 
from him by American officers, ypon the occupan- 
cy of Amelia tsland, under the orders of the gov- 
ernment of the United States; referred. 

On motion of Mr. Enwauns, of Con. it wae . 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be directed to enquire into the expediency of au- 
thorising the Marshal of the District of Connecticut 
to make use of Newgate prison in the state .of 


Connecticut, for the purpose of confining to hard 


labor such prisoners as shall, by the courts of the 
United States in that District, be sentenced to im- 
prisonment at hard labor, for offences under the 
laws of the United States. Provided, Vhat the 
said state shall make it the duty of the keeper of 
said prison to keep safely ail prisoners, committed 
thercto, as aforesaid. 

The House took up and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the Senute, forthe relief of John H. 
Piatt; which was ordered to be read_a third time 
10 morrow. 

he bil from the Senate to regulate the fees of 
the Clerk and Marshal of the District Court of the 
United States, for the state of Louisiana, was read 
twice and referred. 

An engrossed bill, to prevent the commanders 
and other officers in the naval service of the United 
States, from accepting any present or emolument 





| from any prince, or foreign state, was read a third 


itime, passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 
DUTY on AUCTION SALES. 
The Mouse having resolved itself into a commit- 


| tee of the whole, Mr. ‘Taylor in the chair, on the 
{bill for laying duties on sales at auction, the bill 


gh. 

The following is the first section of the bill: 

| Beit enacted, &c. That from and after the —— 

|day of —— next, there shall be levied and paid, 
for the use of the United States, upon all sales by 
way of auction, as hereinafter described, which 


| shall be made within the United States, the respec- 
\|\tive rates and duties for every hundred dollars of 


\the purchase money arising on the sale by auctjon, 





n f j,of goods, waresand merchandise, to wit: on all ar. 
our naval commanders in that department, by a pe- i\ ticles of foréign growth or manufacture not herein- 
riodical rotation in office, made a report thereon, jafter enumerated, two dollars; on woollen, cotton, 
stating that it is inexpedient, at this time, to make 'jand linen manufactures of ail descriptions, or of 
any modification of the act under whica the said i which wool, flax, and cotton, or either, is the ma- 
Board of Commissioners is established; twice read |! terial of chief value, glass, of all kinds, iron, steel, 
and ordered to lie on the table. |: hemp, cordage, tarred or untarred, twines, silks, 
: ADJOURNMENT. 'nankeens, ready made clothing, all articles manu- 
oe was made by Mr. Rosentsoy, that the |'factured from iron, steel, copper, brass, pewter, 
sciect committee te winch is referred the resolu. * tend or or of which these metals, or either of 


pe 
ain 
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onthe bill concerning the road from Wheeling to: was previous to the passage of the present law; that 
the Mississippi, and canals froin the Chesapeake to | it was now very much inferior to what was paid for 
the Delaware, and from the Rariton to the Dela-;| advertising by individuals, and was a very inade. 


ward. 

Some debate arose, on a motion by Mr. Ruseres, 
to require the road to pass by Columbus, the seat; 
ef government of Ohio-—the discussion turning on, 
the expediency of now going s0 far into Cetail as to 
designate any points at all, except the two extreme 
ones; of leaving these matters to future disposition, | 
and merely at this time enacting a general provision | 
reserving allother questions for future legislation. 
Messrs. Kuggles, ‘I rimble, and Roberts, were in| 
favor of the amendment, and Messrs. King, of N. | 


Y-and Thomas against any such provision at this; 


time. The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Kine, of N.Y. made some general remarks on 
the advantages which would result to the interest of | 
the United States, in the public lands alone from 
jaying out and marking this road, without touching 
on the great considerations of connecting more 
closely the different parts of the Union, of public 
security, and of honor to the nation, should such an 
object be ultimately accomplished as the erection 
of a great road from the Atlantle waters to the Mis- 
sissippi, &c. 

A «lebate arose on the general merits of the bill, 
in which it was opposed by Mr. Eaton and by Mr. 
Smith, xt considerable length, and was advocated 
by Mr. Trimble, and’was supported also by Mr. Ed- 
wards. 

Mr. Surra concluded his remarks by moving to! 
postpone the bill until the first of April next (to! 





quate remuneration for the services performed, and 
| would in fact not be accepted by miny, were it not 
‘for other considerations; the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. Adjourned. 
May 4 
THE TARIFF. 

The Senate this morning took up the Tariff 
bill as in committee of the whole, Mr. Houser (by 
requeut of the president) in the chair. (he 
jamendments reported to this bill, in the Senate; 
jare generally unimportant. ] 

On a motion for postponing the bill until the 
next session of Congress— 

Mr. Bannocn, of Virginia, opened the debate in 
favor of the motion, and against the provisions of 
the bill. 

Mr. Dicrrnsox, of New Jersey, spoke next, on 
the other side of the question. 

This bill was finally postponed till next session, 
by a vote of twenty-two to twenty-one the members 
being all present, and voting, except Mr. Pinckney 
of Maryland. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
APRIL 29. 

Mr. Smrru, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill for the relief of Conrad 
| Lamb, deceased; read a third time, and committed. 
| JLIMITTING the INCREASE of the NAVY. 
Mr. Writtams, of N. C. submitted the following 








destroy it) which motion was decided by yeas and | resolutions: 


nays, in the negative. 

‘This bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

THE CARIFF.—Mnr. Ditxensen from the com. 
mittee of commerce and manufactures to which had | 
deen referred the bill from the House of Represen- | 
tatives to regulate the duties on imports, reported 
the same with sundry amendments 

ADJOURNMENT.—The Senate took up the 
resolution fixing a period of adjournment as amend- 
ed by the other House. 

The question was taking on agreeing to the 
athendment of the other House, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division—so that the 15th day 
of the present month is fixed by both Houses for 
the adjournment of the session, 

The bill from the other House, to grant to the 
Columbian Institute the use ofa portion of the pub- 
lic grounds in the city of Washington, during the | 
pleasure of Congress, was taken up, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

The Senate next took up the bill from the other 





house in addition to the act previding for the pub- |! 


lication (in newspapers) of the laws of the United 
States. | 
The subject gave rise to some discussion, on the | 
part of Mr. Smith who explained the motives of | 
the committee, and of Messrs. Lanmau, Burrill and | 
Trimble;‘and the amendmeit was ultimately agreed 
Mr, Witsox then moved (o amend the bill, so as 
to leave the compensation allowed for publisiting | 
the laws, the same as now fixed by law, and entered | 
into some explanations (feeling inmseif called onto! 
do so, by the consideration that the interest of ma- 
ny individuals was concerned, who would probably 


+ 


40 


xcesolved, That the committee of ways and means 


_ be instructed to report a bill, repealing any law or‘ 


| laws, making appropriations for the increase of the 
| Navy of the United States. 
| Resolved, That the committee of ways and means, 
_ be instructed to reporta bill, calling home the squad- 
jron-n the Meditterranean sea. Read and ordered 
to lie on the table 

AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. Witttams, of N. C. also submitted the follow- 
|lowing proposition to amend the standing rules of 
| tne house to wit: 
| Resolved, ‘Thatan additional standing committee, 
' be appointed to be denominated * the committee on 
lagriculture.” Laid on the table for one day. 


' 
{ R=.DUCTION of the ARMY. 

| Mp. Frorp, submitted the following resolution: 
| Kesolved, ‘Phat the committee on Miiitary Af- 
| fairs, be instructed to report a bill reducing the ar- 
|my of the United States, to six thousand men, to 
| consist of a due proportion of infantry, cavalry and 
jartillery. Laid on the table. 

Mr. M‘Coy, moved that the house do now pro- 


| ceed to consider the bill from the Senate entitled 


“an act for the relief of John H. Piatt,” (rejected.} 
NISTRICT BANKS. 

The amendment proposed by tiie Senate to the 
bill entitled an act concerning the Banks of the 
District of Columbia. and for other purposes, was 
read and concurred in by the Ilouse, as follows : 

“ That the charters of the several incorporated 
Banks in the Dsstrict of Columbia, now paying spe- 
icie, which shall expire before ihe Ist day of June, 
| one thousand cight hundred and twenty-two, be, 
|and the sime are bereby, extended to that time, 





look to him to place the matter in a proper ligbt, || any thing in the said charters to the contrary not- 
hefore tlie Senate) to shew that instead of having | withstanding, and the charter of the Bank of Co- 
heen increased, the compensation was less than it \ lumbia be, axd the same is hereby declared to be, 





‘ ' 
You. 1X 
jimited i 
Pro ide 
fect till 
of the s 
by exte 
ing, in ' 
assent 
T 
The 
this da’ 
ty one: 
previo 
ninety 
YEAS 
an, Bi 
ase, Cl 
Dowse, 
Fay, Fe 
Guyen, 
Hemphi 
Kendall 
Delawa 
Metcalf 
New tor 
apoud, 
Smith 3 
NY Ts 
Rensse 
NAY 
Archer 
sell, B 
Cratts, 
vidson 
Garne 
Va Jor 
Mallon 
ker V 
Hingg 
Smith 
Va Tt 


Vou. 1X) 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 6, 1820—CONGRESS. 


30t 


jimited in its"extention to the said first of June, 1822. || tion from the Senate fixing a period for the ter- 


Provided, That this act shall be of no force or ef- 

fect till a majority, in interest, of the stockholders | 
of the several banks, whose charters may be here- | 
py extended, shall file their declarations, in wirit- | 


ing, in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, || 


assenting to, and accepting, the benefit of this act. 
THE NEW TARIFE BILL—PASSED. 

The final passage of this bill, was determined a 
this day’s sitting by a vote of seventy eight to nine- 
ty one: a motion for recommitment, having been | 
previously Jost, by a vote of ayes seventy—noes | 
ninety. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, N Y Baker, Baldwin, Bate- | 

an, Beecher, Bloomfield, Boden, Brown, Brush, Campbell, | 
Case, Clark, Cook, Darlington, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, 
Nowse, Eddy, Edwards Connecticut, Edwards, Pen. Ervin, 
Fay, Folger, Ford, Forrest, Gross, New York, Gross, Penn. | 
Guyon, Hackley, Hall, New York, Hall, Delaware, Hazard, | 
Hemphill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hibsham, Heister, Hostetter, | 
Kendall, Kinsey. Kinsley, Little, Lins, Lyman, Maclay, MeLane | 
Delaware, MeLean, Kentucky, Marchand, Mason, Meigs, | 
Metcalf, Moore, S Moore, Monell, Morton, Moseley, Murray, | 


Newton, Parker, Mass Patterson, Philson, Pitcher, Rich, Rich- | 
anoud, Ross, Russ, Sampson, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shaw, Sloan, } 
Smith N J Smith Md Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Strcet, Strong | 
NY Tarr, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins, ‘Lracy, Trimble, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Wendover. Wood.—91. 


NAVS.—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Anderson, Archer. Md | 


Archer, Va Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Brevard, Bryan, Burton, Bur- 
cell, Butler, N H. Butler, Lou. Cannon, Clagett, Cobb. Cocke, 
Cratts, Crawford, Culbreth, Culpeper, Cushman, Cuthbert, Da- 
vidson, Edwards, N C Fisher, Floyd, Foot, fuller, Fullerton, 
Garnett, Hall, N © Hardin, HI, Holmes, Hooks, Johnson, Jones 
Va Jones Ten. Kent, Livermore, Lowndes, McCoy, McCreary, 
Mallory, Mereer, Neale, Nelson Mass Neison Va Overstreet, Par- 
cer Va Pinckney, Plumer, Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Richards, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Settle, Silsbee, Sinikins, Slocumb, B 
Smith Va Smith NC Strong Vt Swearingen, Verrill, “Pucker 
Va Tucker $C Tyler, Upham, Walker, Warfield, Whitman, 
Williams Va Williams, N C,—73. 

So this bill has passed the house, 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

may 1. 

Mr. Dicxrxsow presented a petition of sundry 
merchants and traders, residing in various places in | 
<he interior of the state of New York, and other | 
tates, assembled in the City of New-York, pray- | 
ing that a duty, not exceeding ten per cent. may | 
he imposed on sales at auction; read and referved. 

Mr. Srreer, from the Committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, to whem was referred | 
he bill from the Senate, entitled «* An act for the | 
relief of Ebenezer Stevens and Austin L. Sands, 
legal representatives of Itichardson Sands, dec’d. 
and others; reported the same wiihout amendment. 

Mr, Sictsaex, from the committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to prevent the commanders | 
and other officers in the naval service of the Unit- 
ed States, from accepting of any present or emo- 
ment, of any kind, whatever, from any king 
prince, or foreign state, and for other purpeses 
twice read and ordered to be engrossed. 


and was | 


Mr. Sitszer, from the same committee, who |! 


were instructed to enquire into the expediency ot 
modifying the act establishing a board of Commis- 
sioners of the Navy, so as to make the Secretary 
of the Navy, for the time being, the presiding offi- 
cer of the board; and also of so limiting the tener 
of the commissions of the members thereof, or to 
secure the accumulating experience and talents of | 
our naval commanders in that department, by a pe: | 
riodical rotation in oflice, made a report thereon, 
stating that it is inexpedient, at this time, to make ! 
any modification of the act under whica the said | 
Board of Commissioners is established; twice read | 
and ordered to lie on the table. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ronentsox, that the 

Select committer te witch is referred the resolu. 


i 
t 
} 


| 


\ was read throu 


i 


mination of the present session of Congress, be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was agreed to. 

Vhe further consideration of this resolution was, 
after a variety of attempts to fix a day, postponed 


until Wednesday next. + 


Leave of absence, for the remainder of the ses- 
sion, was granted to several members. ‘ 

Vhe house then, in committee of the whole, 
todk up the bill respecting cash duties; which was 
discussed until near five o'clock, when the question 
on striking out the first section of the bill was de- 
cided ia the affirinative. 

The bill was then reported to the house, and the 
amendments made in the committee concurred im 
by ayes 91, noes 55—so the bill was rejected. 

max 2, 

Mr. Prvcxvex presented the petition of Henry 
Wright, praying compensation for property taken 
from him by American officers, upon the occupan- 
cy of Amelia tsland, under the orders of the gov- 


llernment of the United States; referred. 


On motion of Mr. Enwauns, of Con. it was , 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on the judiciary 
be directed to enquire into the expediency of au- 
thorising the Marshal of the District of Connecticut 
to make use of Newgate prison in the state of 
Connecticut, for the purpose of confining to hard 
labor such prisoners as shall, by the courts of the 
United States in that District, be sentenced to im- 
prisonment at hard labor, for offences under the 
laws of the United States. Provided, That the 
said state shall make it the duty of the keeper of 
said prison to keep safely all prisoners, committed 
thercto, as aforesaid. 

‘The House took up and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the Senate, forthe relief of John EH. 
Piatt; which was ordered to be read a third time 
1o morrow. 

The bil from the Senate to regulate the fees of 
the Clerk and Marshal of the District Court of the 


| United States, far the state of Louisiana, was read 


twice and referred. 

An engrossed bill, to prevent the commanders 
land other officers in the naval service of the United 
|States, from accepting any present or emoluiment 
| from any prince, or foreign state, was read a third 
i time, passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 





i DUTY on AUCTION SALES. 

Lhe louse having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. ‘Taylor in the chair, on the 
|bill for laying duties on sales at auction, the bill 
gh. 

The following is the first section of the bill: 

Be it enacted, €2c. That from and after the —— 
day of —— next, there shall be levied and paid, 
for the use of the United States, upon all sales by 
way of auctioa, as hereinafter described, which 


|: shall be made within the United States, the respec- 


|tive rates and duties for every hundred dollars of 
ithe purchase money arising on the sale by auction, 
of goods, wares and merchandise, to wit: on all ar. 
‘ticles of foréign growth or manufacture not herein- 
jatter enumerated, two dollars; on woollen, cotton, 
jand linen manufactures of all descriptions, or of 
j which wool, flax, and cotton, or either, is the ma- 
{terial of chief value, glass, of all kinds, iron, stee), 
jhemp, cordage, tarred or untarred, twines, silks, 
/nankeens, ready made clothing, all articles manu- 
factured from iron, steel, cepper, brass, pewter, 
'ead or tin. or of which these metals, or either of 
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them, is the material o' chief value, china ware, 
earthen ware, sione ware, mus cal insirunents, 
hats, caps, and bonnets, of all kinds, unbrellas and 
parasols, dressed or tanned skins, cabinet wares, 
leather, and all manufactures of wood or feather, 
or of which leather is the article of chief valu- pa- 
per, of every description, and all articies of the 
above description im part manufictured, printed 
books, corks; gold teat—ten dotiars; and at the 
same rate tor any greater or fesse) sai, except as 
hereinafier excepted. The di respective re’es 
and duties to be paid by the aucionecr, or persun 
making such sales at auction, out of the moneys 
arising from each and every such oale. And it any 
goods, wares, ani merchandize, shall be soid at 
auction in any other manner, or in less quantitics, 
dimensions, or weight than those contained in tie 
original bales or packages in witch \iey shail have 
been imported, there shall be levied ani paid an 
additional sum of five dollars fur every huudred 
dollars of the purchase money arsing from suct 
sales: Provided, that noting in this act coutaned 
shall extend to any sale or sales by auction of y vods 
waresand merehiandtze, made pursuant to, or in ex 
ecution of, any rule, order, decree, seiteuc: 
judgment of any court, or julcia! officer of tu 

United States, or either of them, or made in vi.cue, 
or by force of any distress for reut, or other cause 


x4 


u 


tor which a distress is allowed by law; or mode in }) 


consequence of any bankruptey or insolvency, pur 
suant to any law concerning baakrup'cies or insol- 
vencies; or made in consequence of ans 
assignment of property and ettccts, for the benef 
of creditors; or made by or on behalf of cx: 
or administrators, or made pursuant to the ci 
tions of any law of the United States, or ener of 
them, touching the collection of any tax or duc, 
or disposal by auction of public property of the 
United States, or of any state; nor to any sich sali 
ur sales by auction, of ships, their tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, or to the cargoes of any ships or ves 
sels, which shall be wrecked or stranded within 
the United States, and sold for the benetit of the 
insurers or proprietors thereof. 

This section being under consideration—» 

Mr, Batpwix, the chairm n of the committee of 
manufactures, delivered an exposition of the vie vs 
of the committee in reporting the bill, and the 
reasons by which he was induced to urge its pas- 
sage. The system of auctions he described as .a 
monopoly in the hands ot a few persons in the 
large towns, and a fair subject of taxation. The 
present operation of the sales at auction o° foreign 
merchandise, he argued, was to displace the tar 
trader, by inundating the country with worseless 
goods at reduced prices ; and its effect had been, 
connected with other causes, to throw our com: 
merce into the hands of foreigners and bankrupt 
the fair American merchant, at the same time that 
that it also destrcyed the occupation of the helpless 
but industrious retailer In support of bis argu 
ment, he advanced various facts, shewing the great 
extent to which this auction business is carried un 
in the country, &e 

Mr. Svonns, in the course of some remarks 
which he made on this subject, avowed his willing 
ness to throw some further impediments in the 
way of foreign merchants engaged in trade in tin 
country, not believing it to be the interest of th 
country that our retail trade should be cirried « 
by foreign capital. From considerations ich bi 
enlarge + upon, Mr. S. said he shout! support tins 
bili, provided the duties proposed to be laid were 
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not so high as to proast s.les at auction altoge. 
ther. Such, he appreheaded, wou'd be the effect 
of the duty of tea per cent proposed in the above 
secuion. Mr. 3 assigned several reasons why he 
thought auction sales ought not to be wholly inter. 
licted, at the same time that he tuought them a fit 
vject for taxation He therefore moved to strike 
jout of the ab we éen per cent. and in lieu thereof to 
insert two anla hulf per cent. 

Mr Sourra, of Maryland, whilst he opposed this 
vncodment, gave his genera) views of the bill. The 
‘onuwmitee, be sad, had, in lis opinion, wisely dis- 
jcriminated, retaining a small duty only on such 
| goods, groceries tor example, as bad always hereto- 
jture been sold atauction. That duty, however, he 
tthoughe, ought to be but one instead of two per. 
| the object of the ten per cent. duty on sales of 
| thother description was to prohibit them aliogether, 
i] vo siow the advantazeocs effects of such a prohi- 
ji brion, Mr. 3. entered into a general view of the 
i} pernicious operation of such sales. The elect of 

tue duty often per cent would be to throw back 
; the trade into the hands of the fair American mer- 
jchant. “The two and a bait per cent. duty would 
phot have this operauen. it woukl be cheerfully paid 
| a id, and would give a revenee of 200,000 dollars 

paseven 12, however, was not the obdjeet, but prole 
tition or exclusion of these sules, and the proposed 
wnendinent, therefore, ought not to be appuimted 

Mr Skagiany gave to the Mouse his views of 
{this subject, and particularly of the amendment.—- 

‘gard to trade in general, he was opposed 

cung it to much reguiation : but sales 

lun Were 4 far stu ject of rezulation, because 
t! creature of regulation, 

to particular an 

ilar benefits to th 


de objected to the auction 
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system ilscif was 


sy SUDJECK restvatits giving 
who carry it on, &c.— 
isystem, that it was ia- 
jusstent wita seber and moderate habits, aud in- 

jj duced gamobitng and speculaiing habiis—be spoke 
| of it ina limited as welias ina general sense.— 
| fe hud theretore no Gojection to the propesed pro- 
Bat to Wie imposition of a duty on 
ai auction asa means of revenue, he had ma- 
WiiiCih Was, that 


itl: Such a Guty 
Fete 


mare 


se 


lhibutory duty 
Isale. 
Ny GoTeCuONs, Lhe Most 
fits operauon woud be 
lwould weil focu a part of a general system, but 
‘certainly Ougit uot tobe selected trom ail other 
equally proper ovjects of internal taxation, &e 
He was of Course opposed to the emendment. 

Mr. Joansos, ot Virginia, (hen took the floor — 
He regarded this bili as only a continuance of the 
system Of messures commenced in one bill which 
has already passed this house, and propos d to be 
cuntinued in the otier which was yesterday reject. 
ed; a system winch he pronounced to be calculat- 
ed to visit wath ruta and disiress one portion of tue 
jcommunity to the benefit of two other classes —- 
|} We replied to some of the argunents advanced on 
I} this day and on preceding days, in favor of toster- 
i} ing the manufacturing system; and particularly de- 
{| nied that the independence of the country was in 
Hany manner essentially coonected witi that policy. 
fi With regard to the alleged effect of this bill te 
}i promote the public interest, by preveating people 


fureible or 


tea pat 








jj from buying goods at aucun, he considered the 
j} old fashioned way the best, which left to the good 
jprople of the Uarted States to judge for tuem- 
selves of what would best promote their interesis. 


} 
i 
' 
1 Tne bill, he argued, would proamete the interest of 


chants and the marufac- 
vy excluding the conpetition of foreign ca- 
Dirtaeniug the saics of import- 
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ed goods, &e. With respect to the morality of |) from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of 
auction sales, he said, that it was not the province || the proceedings of the court martial in the trial of 
of Congress, but of the state governments, to legis- |] colonel William King, of the 4th regiment of in- 
jate for the preservation of the morals of the com- |) fantry, and a copy of the address and documents 
munity, &e. &c. |! connected therewith, communicated in obedience to 
Mir. Teac delivered his views in opposition to |] the resolution of the 18ih April last; referred. 
the bill. With regard to the monopoly of the auc- | The Speaker laict before the House a letter, from 


tion business, he said, it was the first time he had |! 
heard a serious alle zation against a monopoly, the! 
object of which was to sell good cheaper than, | 
wiilout these auction sales, hey would be soli —|! 
On the contrary, the effcct ot this bill would be, || 
he argued, to create, instead of destroying a mono- 
poly. He examined the operation of szles at auc-| 
tion, and replied to the argumen's which had been | 
employed to show their injurictis and immoral ten- || 
dency. People night buy as immorally, and fool. || 
ishly, he said, from the regular merchant as at auc- 
tion—and more so, because in the one case they | 
must pay cash for their purchases, and in the other}! 
might obtain extensive credits, which were always | 
prejudicial. He denied the force of the argumeat, |) 
that the business of sclllng goods would be thrown |! 
into more hands by abolishing sales at auctions : he |) 
saw no reason in Congress legislating for the pur- 
pose of producing suc an effect, kc. Ir conclud. |. 
ing his speech, Mr ‘Lf. moved to strike out the first 
section of the hill; but, pending the other motion, r 
this motion was not in order. 

« Mr. Sintsuex made some remarks, the object of}, 
Which was to shew that the proposed duties were | 
tov high, and would certainly be evaded, and | 
evaded without frard, by a change in the customa- | 
ry mode of doing business A_ single package of 
jor example, would be sold at public! 
sale to fix the price, and the rest would be soid |) 
off at private sale at the same puce, and thus the 
duty, ke. &c. He was of course in favor of the 
amendment now under consideration 

Nr. Warriety spoke, at considerable length, |} 
against the principle of the bill, and in reply 
the arguments used in its support. 

Mr Kinsey spoke in support of the bill. He ad- 
verted tothe numerous petitions which had been: 
presented in favor of this bill, from various cias | 
ses of society, as affording the strongest evidence | 
tis House could have tn favor of the measure now | 
before the House. tle 1 the details ot || 
the operation of these suction sales as converting | 
the whole business of trade intoa system of hezard i} 
and of chance, having a most demoralizing effect; '| 
and, whatever gentlemen might say, he contended || 
this was a consideration entitled to the respect of} 
this House—our government itself being founded | 
on public morals. He added many other argu- 
ments; and mvoked the parental care of Congress 
to the sinking American manufacturer and mer- 
chant from the effect of these sales at auction for 
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the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting sundry 
documents and statements in relation to the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the department for In- 
dian Affairs; Communicated in obedience to the re- 
lution of the bathalt referred 

Mr. Anprusesx, from the committee on public 
lands, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Samuel Musgrove; which was concurred in by 
the house. 

Mr. Suitu, of Md. from the committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the letter from 
the Secretary of War, of the 23d of December last, 
reported a bill to increase the number of clerks it 
the Department of War; read twice and committed. 

The House took up and proceeded to consider 
the resolution submitted by Mr Williams, of North 
Carolina, on the 29th ult, tor the appointment of a 
standing committee, be denominated the ® Commii- 
” which was agreed to. 

Mr. Meucen moved that the House do now-pro- 
ceed to consider the Lillto provide for clothiug the 
militia when called into the service of the United 
States, which motion was rejected by the House. 

The house took up, and preceeded to consider 
the joint resolution to extend the use of the library 
of Congress, to the s¢ eretary of the Senate and ta 
the clerk of the House of Representatives during 
the recess of Congress, and the said resolution be- 
ing amended, at the clerk’s table, 

My Sorra, of Norih Carolina, moved further ta 
jamend tie same by including the superintendant of 
ithe Paient Otiice, which motion was rejected; the 
resolution was thea ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

‘he house took up, and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the Senate, entitled “an act to incor. 
porate the inhabitants of the city of Washington, 
and to repeal the acts heretotore passed for that 
purpose,” and the amendments reported thereto 
by the committee for the District of Columbia be- 
ing read, were in part concurred in, and in part 
disagreed to by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Srnaeet, the said bill was then 
further amended, and the amendments were order 
ed to be cagrossed and read a third time. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The house Nis morning took up the resolutian 
appointing a day for the termination of the present 
session. 

In the course of the discugsion on this question, 

Mr. Lowspes moved to lay the resolution on the 


ee on tericuilure, 





the benefit of foreign competiiors, Ke. 
Mr. Batpwin again spoke in support of the bill. 


Mr. Jounson of Va. again addressed the House, || 


anlrephed to Mr. Bsldwin. 


Pi Mies, of N. York, spoke in favor of the 
it] 
The 


i 


tro aid a half per ceat. and was negatived, with-|| wili unfold a scheme of quibbling and shuMing on 
‘the part of Spain and her mnisters, rarely, if ever, 
ing the || cqualied inthe diplomave history cf any country.} 


Out acount 


The question was then taken on or 
bill 
decided in the negative—yeas 72, nays 74. 

may3. 
the Speaker laid hetore the House a letter, 


to be engrossed und read a third time, and 


i¢ 


table, and assigned as area-on for his motion, that 
a Communication from the President of the United 
| States, on our affairs with Spain, be uncefstood, 
| would be made to Convress ina few days. (This 
is no doubt the denoucinent of the mission of Gen. 


| Vives, the unsatisfactory issue of which has already 
P question was then taken on reducing the !{ been briefly mentioned in this paper. 
duty (in the above section) from ten per cent, to|' ed documents are, no deubt, very interesting, and 


The expect. 


Vinally, the /fteenth instant was fixed on for the 
lay of adjournment, and 

The resolution was sent to the Senate for ¢on. 
currence, 
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CITY AFFAIRS. 

The bill from the Senate for renewing and 
amending the charter of the city of Washington, 
with the amendments, were ordered to a third read- 
ing. These amendments propose that the election 
of Mayor shall be by Electors instead of by the 
People, as the bill prescribes, and that the City 
shall be divided into Ave instead of siz wards. 
"these amendments were not agreed to. 

Mr. Srrest moved to amend the bill by striking 
out from the bill the clause empowering the cor- 
poration of the city to arthorise Lotteries, for the | 
purposes of public improvement. Which motion | 
was agreed to. 

DUTIES ON AUCTIONS. 

The house took up the motion, depending on 
yesterday’s adjournment, to reconsider the vote re- 
»ecting the bill for laying dities on sales at Auc- 
tion. 

Mr. Butzer, of N. H. withdzew his said motion, 
and submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to this House, at the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, an 
estimate of the deficit in the revenue, which may 
ultimately arise from the adoption of the proposed 
tariff, and also what amount of revenue may be de- 
rived froma Guty on sales at auction and on spiritu- 
ous liquors deistilled from grain and other domes- | 
tic materials- 

And the question being taken, that the house do 
now proceed to consider the said resolution, it 
was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Sronns then renewed the motion to re-con- 
sider the vote rejecting the bill laying duties on 
ccortain sales at auction: 

And after a few remarks from Mr, Metcalf and! 
Mr. Wood in favor of re-consideration, and from j 
Mr. Warfield in favor of a postponement till to- | 
marrow, (which was negatived) the question was 
taken, by yeas and nays,on Mr. Storr’s motion, | 
and decided in the affirmative, yeas 84, nays 62. | 

On the question to fill the biank with tive per, 
cent. it was decided in the affirmative i 

On motion of Mr. M’Lean, of Kentucky, the bill 
was amended by striking out the words “on| 
iticles manufactured in the United States, one 

bollar.? 

The question was taken on ardering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and decided in | 
‘he affirmative, yeas 93—nays 58, 


REPORT, 
ON THE BOARD OF NAVY COMMISSIONERS, 
Monday, May 1. 
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The Committee on Naval .iffairs have, according to 
order, had under consideration a resolution directing 
im inquiry © into the expediency of so modifying the 
act establishing a Board of Commissioners of the 
Vavy, as to make the Secretary of the Navy, for the 
time being, the presiding officer of that Board, and 
also of so lintiting the tenor of the commissions of the 
members thereaf, as to Secure the accumulating er- 
perience and talents of our naval commanders in that 
department, by a periodical rotation in office,” and 
sibmit the fallowing Report:— 
The act entitled “ an oct to alter and amend the several acts 
for establishing a navy department, by adding thereto a Board 
of Comunissioners,” provides that the Board so constituted shalt 


be attached to the office of the Secretary of the Navy, and, un- 
dor hwsuperintendance, shail discharge all the duties therein 


As it would be often inconvenient, and sometimes impraetica- 
| ble, for the Seeretary of the Navy to meet the Board of Commis- 
missioners, as their presiding officer, withont neglecting other 
and thore important duties, and as the Seeretary is, by the 
aforesaid act, already vested with a supervising and Controlling 
| power of the aets and proceedings of the Board of Commission- 
ers, the committer do not perccive the nceessity of such a mo- 
| dificarion of the said act as is contemplated by the first inquiry 
directed by the resolution, or that the public service would be 
benefitted thereby, 
The committee are the more disposed tothis opinion from the 
consideration that the limits of jurisdiction between the Seere- 
tary and the Board seem to be perfectly understood by each, and 
that no conflicting claims exist between them on this subject. 
} ‘The committee ace not advised whether the resolntion con- 
| templates the Seeretary to be a cons ituent part of the Board, 
{and at (he same time possessed of the control and superi:ten- 
; danee ofits proceedings, or merely the presiding officer, with a 
| casting vote. In the letter case, the benefit to be derived from 

the superintendance of one officer over others, under distinct 


| responsibilities, as well as the cireamspection naturally resna}ting 


| from such responsibility, would be entirely lost. In the former 


|, ease the commissioners would be jitthe more than advisory, and 


in that proportion, bereft of responsibility. 

In relation to the second enquiry directed by the resolution, 
viz. “ of so limiting the tenor of the members of the Board of 
Counnissioners, as to secure the acenmulating experience and 
talents of our naval comimanders in that department, by a perio- 
dieal rotation in office,” the committce beg leave to remark, thet 
the daties of the Commissioners of the Navy Board are not merc - 
ly such as appertain to a mere naval ofileer, but extend to other 
and important subjects, with which such officers cannot be sup- 
posed to he familiarly acquaimted; they relate not only to thy 
contracting lor, and procarement of, all, articles necessary for 
armament, equipment, and provisioning of the palslie ships, bu 
also to the constructing and repairing of those ships, to effeetu - 
ate which objects,in the cheapestand best manner, requires a 
full knowledge not only of the ploces at which materials and 
every thing needful tor these purposes, can most advantageous!» 
be procured, but also with persons in different sections of the 
country. with whom they can, with the greatest reliance, mak 
their contracts, The investigation of the committee has led 
them to the cone'nsion, that too much time bas not yet been al- 
lowed to the present Commissioners, to obtain that intelligence 
and expertence which is desirable to the most advantageous dis- 
charge of these duties, and to perfect such a system in their de 

partment, os will unfold to there successors all the advantages ov 
| their labors, Which in the estimation of the committee, have 
been such, as are honorab'e to themselves, and highly beneti- 
neficial to the public interest. 

The conmittee wout! only add, that a periodical rotation in 
| office, from a given number, would mat we choice. Such a 
rotation, instead of'** securimg the accumulating experience ani 
talents of our naval commanders,” might possibly enilanger the 
} Boacd with qualifieations oppesite froin those intended, , 

Under these impressions, the committee are of epimon, that, 
| atthe igh occasional changes in the Board of Coinmisstoners 
j may, and probabiy would he productive of publie benefit, yet 
j that these changes may with safety be left to the discretion of 
| the Executive; and therefore, that it is inexpedieat, at this Gime, 
; to make any modiication of the act under which the said Board 
| of Coummnissioners is established. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
Congress will adjourn ou the L5th inst. 
Lhe new Tariff biil (intended fur the protection of home ma- 
| nufactures) has been postponed in tue Senate, ayes 22—nocs 21, 
;untilnest session, “Dhus the efforts in favor of the mannfiic- 
stores have, for the present, proved fruitless. The bill respect- 
ing cash duties, and the bili laying duties on sales at auction, be- 
‘ing part of the same system bave, also, met with the same fate. 
| Mr. Clinton is expected to be re-elected governor of the state 
! of New-York, by about 1200 majority over Mr. Tompkins. 
| Madrid advices are to the 1th of March. The revolution is 
{ Spain goes forward with regularity and order The doors of the 
| Inquisition has been thrown open, and all the tenants of there 
j} dreary cells set at liberty, whether charged with religious or 
| politicat offences: “The Cortes of 1812 are repairing to Madrid, 
| to deliberate on the adminstrauion ef puble affairs, The new 
| constitution has been proclaimed throughout Spam, Every 
member of the diplomatic — has been removed, except Gen, 
Vives, now at Washington. The Duke de Frais is named tor the 
| court of London; Parqua to Paris; Onis to Naples; Terenor to 
| Prussia; Salmon to Russia, and J. M. de Pardo tor Lisbon. The 
king acts under the orders of a provisional junta, /Che Floridas 
cannot be evded under the new ceustitation, it being pre- 
hibited: The royalist, Gen. Freyre, a second Robespierre, or- 
dered the garrison cf Cadiz out into the Plaza of St, Auton, ca 
the loth ot March, where they fired on the inuititude, and killed 
700, and wounded 1100. Freyre has been dismissed, and an ac- 
count of the massaere pubiished at Madrid, : 
Gils C, Antrobus, H, B. Majesty’s Charge des Affaires, in the 
United States, residing at Washington, has been elected a mem- 
ber of the British House of Conamons. ‘ 
Cou. Morris has resi¢ned the command Of the United States 
squaducn, recently cruising on the coast of South America, anf 
hus b- n appointed captam commandant of the Nav; Yard at 
Portsmouth, N. H. 





speciiied; and that the record of their proceeding? shall,at ail 
tunes, be subject to his inspection. ; 


Beny: min West, a native of Pennsylvania, and distinguishe® 
baines, dicd, in Londen,on the 10th of March, aged @2, 
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